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Israel: No Palestinian 
self-rule until 1994 

Rabin-Arafat summit may be postponed 
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. Israel warned Friday that there 
„ -would be no agreement to im- 
-J 1 plement Palestinian self-rule in 
/..‘v "the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
. 'before 1994. 

“Even if we manage to agree 
"with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), the dif- 
s , ferences are such that there is 
no chance of officially si gnin g 
.an accord for at least three 
-weeks,” a senior member of 
‘ ,‘j' -the Israeli delegation negotiat- 
ing with the PLO said. 
f 7 - The negotiator, an army 
r v officer who refused to be 
" named, underlined that the dif- 
ferences between the two sides 
concern not only questions of 
. ~ - security, borders and the size 
.of the autonomous area of 
Jericho, but also the powers to 
be devolved to the Palestinian 
council. 

The comments came after 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat failed to meet last Mon- 
day's deadline for an interim 
accord on implementation 
under the Sept. 13 autonomy 
deal. 

The two leaders said Sunday 
they would talk again in about 
10 days in another bid to over- 
come obstacles. However, 
Israeli Radio reported the 
meeting was off because condi- 


tions were not right. Mr. 
Rabin’s spokesman Gad Ben 
Ari denied the report saying no 
such decision baa been taken. 

The essence of the dispute 
lies in the interpretation of the 
entire declaration of principles 
signed at the White Fiouse. 

Where Israel sees only fi- 
mited autonomy, the Palesti- 
nians see a first step to an 
independent state. 

“Do you want ns to be like a 
Bantustan,” Mr. Arafat asked 
Rabin last Sunday, referring to 
the autonomous zones set up 
for blacks by South Africa, the 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper 
reported. 

,fc We are not talking about 
the permanent status but 
autonomy,” Mr. Rabin re- 
portedly retorted. “There is no 
question of giving you any 
symbols of sovereignty." 

_ Tile two Udes are furthest 
apart on the question of the 
borders and crossings into Jor- 
dan and Egypt. Israel wants 
full control with nothing more' 
than a symbolic presence of 
Palestinian -liaison officers. 

“It is unthinkable that our 
army would not be decoyed 
all along the borders ana at the 
crossing points,” Mr. Rabin 
told Parliament this week. 


However, the PLO is de- 
manding control and offering 
to coordinate with Israel. Mr. 
Arafat explained that the 
Palestinians would not accept a 
situation in which Israel could 
shut off entry and ekit to nod 
from Gaza and Jericho. 

One of Mr. Arafat's advis- 
ers, Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli 
Arab, told Israel Radio: 
“There is no guarantee an 
agreement will be signed in 10 

But he added that delay 
would have “very negative 
consequences" for the peace 
process and increase Palesti- 
nian frustration." 

The Palestinian newspaper 
A1 Quds reported that if an 
Arafat- Rabin summit is to be 
held it will last three days in 
the Egyptian capital to 'give 
time to surmount all the obsta- 
cles. 

Palestinians in Gaza and 
Jericho may have to usher in 
another year under the guns of 
Israeli troops. The delay could 
deepen public dissatisfaction 
on both sides and lead to an 
upsurge in violence. 

Israel Radio, quoting senior 
Israeli political sources, said 
Mr. Rabin and Mi. Arafat 
would not meet as planned on 
Dec. 23. It mentioned Jan. 6 as 
a probable alternative. 
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Israel, PLO near economic pact, 
but no deal without autonomy 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
has made progress towards a 
bilateral economic agreement 
with Israel, but nothing will be 
signed until the two sides reach 
an agreement on Palestinian 
autonomy, Palestinian officials 
said Friday. 

“The two sides are drawing 
dose to an agreement," in 
talks in Paris, a Palestinian 
offitial said. “But it will only 
be signed simultaneously with 
two agreements regarding 
Israeli withdrawal from Jericho 
and Gaza and transfer of 
Israeli administration to the 
Palestinians.” 

PLO officials said that eco- 
nomic negotiations were much 
smoother than political talks 
over the beginning of an Israeli 
withdrawal. The Dec. 13 dead- 
line stipulated in the Sept. 13 
Israel-PLO accord has been 
delayed due to serious differ- 
ences over the interpretation 
of the pact's provisions. 

~ But the PLO officials said on 
Friday that the PLO had been 
able to secure some of its 
demands at the Paris talks. 
They said that Israel had 
agreed to total Palestinian con- 


trol over direct taxes in Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip." The situa- 
tion will be different in the rest 
of the West Bank where Israel 
will still have control but no 
arrangements have been work- 
ed out yet," an Amman-based 
official said. 

The agreed-upon provisions 
also involve opening the way 
for imports and exports be- 
tween the occupied territories 
and the Arab World. Israel will 
allow the imports of Palesti- 
nian commodities — So far the 
Israeli market has been closed 
to products from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

There were still differences 
over tariffs, but Palestinian 
officials said the two sides 
might agree on “joint cus- 
toms" to be imposed on im- 
ports. 

The officials said that any 
Palestinian- Israeli agreement 
should not affect a draft 
Jordan ian-Palestini an pact that 
will regulate monetary and 
trade between the Kingdom 
and the West Bank and Gaza. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat bas come under criticism 
for not signing the draft agree- 
ment during a short visit to 
Amman earlier this month. 

“Arafat did not want to be 
bound with a signature that 
could be exploited by the 


Israelis to undermine the 
Palestinian negotiations posi- 
tion in Paris," said an official, 
who has been in touch with the 
PLO leader over the issue. 

According to the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement, the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
will regulate monetary policies 
and the Jordanian dinar would 
be the official currrency in the 
West bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafat is said to be 
demanding Israeli permission 
to set up a Palestinian central 
bank and issue a Palestinian 
currency as symbols of Palesti- 
nian sovereignty. There were 
no indications that Israel had 
accepted these demands or 
that they will be part of an 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement. 

In the view of Mr. Arafat 
and some of his aides, an 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement 
should not have any adverse 
effects on Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations. 

“We need Jordan's help to 
prevent the subordination of 
our economy to Israel and to 
support our quest for 
■sovereignty," the official said. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, meeting in Tunis, was 
expected to discuss relations 
with Jordan amid rising press- 
ure on Mr. Arafat to bolster 
coordination with Jordan. 


Donors commit $570 million to 
help develop Palestinian economy 
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PARIS (Agencies) — Donor 
countries have committed $570 
million in aid to the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip next year, the 
vice president of the World 
Bank responsible for North 
Africa, Caio Koch-Weiser, 
said here. . . 

He was speaking after the 
first meeting of the consulta- 
tive group for the development 
of the territories held here on 
Thursday "under World Bank 
chairmanship. 

Mr. Koch-Weiser said that 
the participants had given their 
agreement to the main lines of 
the programme for emergency 
and technical assistance to 
Palestinians m these territor- 
ies. 

The amount of $570 million 
“which is already in place, 
should permit the whole 
financing of the assistance 
programme.” 

The programme had been 
drawn lip by the World Bank 
and the Palestinian Economic 
Development' and Reconstruc- 
tion Authority.. (PEDRA) 


headed by Ahmad Qouriea. 

It has been presented in 
three parts covering the need 
■for infrastructure, human re- 
sources and the private sector. 

Mr. Koch-Weiser also said 
that the programme allowed 
for expenditure of $1.1. billion 
during the next three years 
mainly for infrastructure and 
for current expenditure on 
Palestinian autonomy . 

The mood of optimism at 
economic talks among the 
World Bank, donor countries, 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel con- 
trasted with gloom over the 
deadlock in political negotia- 
tions for an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho area. 

Mr. Koch-wester told repor- 
ters some of the initial money 
would have to go to paying 
salaries for the new Palestinian 
administration and police force 

He said some donors, not- 
ably the European Community 
(EC), were prepared to make a 
limited contribution to the run- 


ning costs of the Palestinian 
administration. He strongly 
appealed to other countries to 
reconsider their reluctance. 

Mr. Qouriea said the West 
Bank and Gaza would enjoy 
“no holiday from taxation" be- 
cause the new administration 
would raise the same taxes as 
the Israeli occupation author- 
ities had. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said donors 
had endorsed the Palestinians' 
emergency economic develop- 
ment ana technical assistance 
plans. 

The emphasised the need for 
the PLO and Israel to conclude 
an economic cooperation 
agreement rapidly and for 
progress in building self- 
governing Palestinian institu- 
tions. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said the 
$570 million in firm commit- 
ments for the first year ex- 
ceeded the amount pledged at 
an Oct. 1 donors' conference in- 

Washington, when donors 
promised $2 billion over five 
years. 


Hosokawa 
pledges to 
help Jordan 
cut debt 

TOKYO (’AFP) — Japan's 
Prime Minister Monbiro 
Hosokawa said Friday that he 
would make his utmost effort 
to help Jordan cut its debt. 
Foreign Ministry officials 
said. 

Mr. Hosokawa made the 
remark during a meeting with 
Jordanian Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AJ Majali, who 
arrived here last Saturday for 
a weeklong stay, the officials 
said. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majali (left), who is on a visit 
to Japan, Friday holds talks with Japanese Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosakawa ai the latter's official residence (AFP 
photo) 


Mr. Majali was quoted as 
telling Mr. Hosokawa Jordan 
was suffering from the after 
effects of the Gulf war, with 
debt and refugee problems. 

Mr. Hosokawa also said 


Japan would support the 
Jordanian government's 
efforts to resolve the refugee 
problems, the officials saul. 
Japan to finance projects, 
page 3 


Jordan to attend multilaterals 
despite reservations on venues 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will not 
boycott the multilateral 
working groups meetings in 
Arab capitals despite its re- 
servations over moving the 
negotiations on region al 
cooperation to the Middle 
East area, a senior official 
said Friday. 

Four Arab states have 
accepted to host multilateral 
peace talks, meeting one of 
Israel's long-term demands to 
move the talks to the region. 
Jordan bad resisted the idea 
,of Arab-Israeli negotiations 
in Arab capitals as “prema- 
ture normalisation." 

The steering committee of 
the multilateral talks, which 
reached its decision in Tokyo 
Wednesday, announced that 
the arms control talks will be 
held in Qatar, the refugees 
issue in Egypt, water re- 
sources in Oman and econo- 
mic development in Moroc- 
co, the environment commit- 
tee is to meet in Holland. 

.1 

“We will not boycott the 
multilateral talks in Arab 
capitals," a senior official, 
who asked for anonymity, 
told the Jordan Tunes. He 
said that the Kingdom will 
participate since it is commit- 
ted to peace and believes in 
the need to support any effort 
that would advance a solution 
to the Middle East conflict. 

“We are going to cany on 
and push forward any effort 
towards peace," the senior 
official said, adding, howev- 
er, that the Kingdom still 
considered the move to Arab 
capitals “too early." 

Jordan was under pressure 
either to voice support for 


moving the talks into the 
region' or host one of the 
working groups in Amman. 
But the Kingdom insisted 
that it was “premature nor- 
malisation’' and would 
appear as a good-will gesture 
when very little progress was 
being made on the bilateral 
level. 

As the subject continued to 
come up during regional talks 
over the past year. Jordan 
worked to maintain this posi- 
tion “until such a time when 
Israel provides for real prog- 
ress in the bilateral as well as 
multilateral talks," another 
Jordanian official said. 

Officials privately maintain 
that the Kingdom's po si ti on . 
shifted to '‘neutrality” when 
it became apparent that 
several Arab countries were 
willing to host the muhilater- 
al talks. 

"We were not going to 
actively support the notion, 
but it also become dear that 
we couldn't successfully lob- 
by against it,” the senior 
Jordanian official said. 

Officials recall that when 
the multilateral steering com- 
mittee earlier this year prop- 
osed Tunisia as a possible 
venue for its next meeting on 
refugees, “we were not in- 
formed that Tunisia was 
going to accept the recom- 
mendation." 

With the general mood 
shifting to accommodation 
Israel's argument that shift- 
ing talks to Arab capitals 
“would indicate strong com- 
mitment to peace talks," Jor- 
dan, according to the offi- 
rials, derided on adopting a 
position of being largely “un- 
involved." 

Officially, the Jordanian 
government will attend the 


multilateral talks in the host 
capitals, whether in Arab 
states or elsewhere, but will 
not host any of these meet- 
ings “until concrete progress 
is made from the Israeli 
side." 

The announcement from 
Tokyo, carried by Agence 
France Presse (AFP), re- 
ported that Danielle Cortez, 
the head of the American 
team to the coordination 
committee, said that the 
negotiations of the five work- 
ing groups will begin in the 
first quarter of 1994. 

Syria and Lebanon con- 
tinue to boycott the multi- 
lateral talks which they offi- 
cially said were “premature" 
before bilateral talks resolve 
the crux of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

While Jordan’s position is 
more lenient on the issue, 
officials said, the Kingdom, 
in view of the Syrian and 
Lebanese position, could not 
appear to be the only “con- 
frontation” state to be host- 
ing the working groups. 

A large number of coun- 
tries represented in the steer- 
ing committee have express- 
ed their desire to host the 
meeting of the working 
groups, according to Amer- 
ican delegate Cortez. 

The head of the Russian 
delegation to the committee 
said he was still hoping that 
Syria and Lebanon would 
join the meetings, stressing 
that Moscow had vital in- 
terests in the Middle East 
region and would pursue 
efforts towards peace. 

Another decision taken by 
the committee said a sub- 
committee on communica- 
tions would meet in Paris. 


Yeltsin fires advisers after 
stunning setback in elections 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin sacked 
more advisers Friday as rever- 
berations from last week's 
electoral defeat for his refor- 
mist supporters rumbled on. 

The government, struggling 
to put a brave face on an 
unexpectedly poor showing for 
the reformist camp in Sunday's 
poll, approved new privatisa- 
tion plans for 1994 and soft 
loans worth $120 million for 
fanners. Few details were 
available. 

The deputy head of the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent Slates' (CIS) Ostankino 
television channel, Valentin 
Lazutkin, followed his boss 
Vyacheslav Bragin out of a 
job, Interfax news agency said. 

Mr. Yeltsin sacked Mr. Bra- 
gin on Thursday after critics 
accused the television chief of 
handing the election to ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky by giving him too much 
airspace. Pre-poll outsider 
Zhirinovsky won an unex- 
pectedly large chunk of votes. 

Three Yeltsin advisers — 
econcomic experts Valery Bur- 
kov and Alexander Granberg 
and education expert Eduard 
Dneprov — were also axed on 
Friday by presidential decree. 

The Russian arbitration 
court, monitoring the media, 
censured CIS television for 
broadcasting an unflattering 
profile of Mr. Zhirinovsky on 
the eve of elections. Itar-Tass 
news aeenev said. 


It said the film, the Hawk, 
should not have been broad- 
cast because it insulted Mr. 
Zhirinovsky. The film was 
shown on Saturday night in a 
clear attempt to dissuade the 
electorate from voting for Mr. 
Zhirinovsky. 

Critics said the attempt 
backfired and instead boosted 
the controversial politician's 
popularity. 

Results still trickling in five 
days after the Sunday poll gave 
Independent candidates 
another 24 seats, increasing the 
unpredictability of Russia’s 
new parliament. 

“It is already dear that this 
will not be the parliament of 
reform so long awaited by 
President Boris Yeltsin," Rus- 
sian television said in its late 
news programme on Thursday. 

The new lower house, the 
Duma, seems likely to consist 
of three distinct blocs, none of 
which commands a majority of 
the 450 deputies. 

Near-complete returns from 
the central electoral commis- 
sion confirmed 130-odd inde- 
pendents will form the biggest 
category. 

Three reform parties will 
hold about 108, though it is not 
clear whether they wil work 
together. Conservatives have 
about 80 and Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky’S extreme nationalists about 


£ 


A presidential spokesman 
said Thursday Mr. Yeltsin will 
stick to his democratic reforms 


despite the success of the 
nationalists in the elections. 

“The new situation requires 
some personnel changes,” 
Anatoly Krasikov said. 

“The main aim of those is 
the success of democratic re- 
forms. Yeltsin has said dearly 
that he intends to stick firmly 
to the chosen course." 

Mr. Krasikov indicated the 
balk of the reformist ministers 
will stay in place, “those who 
are capable of promoting the 
democratic course, wifi be 
valued.’’ 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Mr. Yelt- 
sin's long-time rival, said that if 
the Russian government did 
not relax its reform polides the 
people would rebel and the 
army might even intervene. 

He told Reuters in an inter- 
view the large vote for Mr. 
Zhirinovsky was a rejection of 
the government’s radical eco- 
nomic reforms. 

“If the poor have no anchor 
to hold on to, then I have to 
say they will rise up. and de- 
cisively," be said. “Then the 
army might come out too and 
say ‘no’ to the politicians... 
‘now we are taking control and 
we'I! get a different team, 
those who care about the 
people.”' 

Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin sought to soothe 
Washington's nerves, telling 
U.S. journalists that “there is 
no need to be afraid of Russia, 
no reason to fear Russia.” 


operate in the territories, 
Israel will initially allow only 
one branch per bank in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
although the banks may re- 
quest more branches. A fu- 
ture presence in East Jeru- 
salem is still uncertain. 

Before 1967, Jordanian 
banks had 20 branches in the 
West Bank, and two in the 
Gaza Strip, which Egypt 
administered. 

The economic accord 
states that Jordanian banks 
which operated in the occu- 
pied territories will be enti- 
tled to reopen, officials said. 

The banks must submit 
their requests to the CBJ, 
which in turn will provide 
them with two documents: A 
certificate of aptitude and a 
permit to open branch offices 
in the requested areas. 

The banks can then submit 
their requests to the Israeli 
central bank, which will issue 
permits to operate in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

More than eight banks 
have said they wish to oper- 
ate in the territories. 

Bank of Jordan Director 
Tawfiq Fakhury told AFP his 
bank planned to open bran- 
ches in Ramallah, Nablus, 
Hebron, Gaza City and Jenin 
and later in Jericho and East 
Jerusalem. 

Tawfiq Al Khalil, an Arab 
Bank official, said his institu- 
tion intended to reopen its 
seven branches in the West 
Bank after refurbishing 
them. 

Jordan and Israel agreed 
on an agenda for future bi- 
lateral negotiations in 
Washington on Sept. 14. one 
day after the Jewish state 
signed a limited autonomy 
accord with the PLO for the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 


IAF deputies end 
House dispute 

By A yin an Al Safadi 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Members of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
parliamentary bloc, who 
Wednesday walked out from 
a session of the Lower House 
over a derision to cut short a 
debate on their proposal to 
set up a fact-finding commit- 
tee about the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions, have resolved their dis- 
.pute with House Speaker 
Taher Al Masri and will con- 
tinue to attend the meetings 
of the House. 

All but three of the IAF 
deputies left the session in 
anger Wednesday after Mr. 
Masri decided fo put to vote a 
proposal by Deputy Abdul- 
lah Akhu Irsheideh to end 
debate on the IAFs motion, 
which the House killed with a 
strong majority. 

The IAF deputies, who 
said the debate ended pre- 
maturely and before they 
were gi^en the chance to 
articulate their reasons for 
establishing the committee, 
had turned down mediation 
efforts by deputies to return 
to the session, saying they 
would hold a meeting to dis- 
cuss whether they would 
boycott the House in protest. 

But "the dispute ended af- 
ter a meeting with Mr. Masri 
(who) showed understanding 
for our position,” IAF Depu- 
ty Hammam Said told the 
Jordan Times Friday. 

“We will continue to 
attend the House sessions," 
said Dr. Said. 

He said that during the 
meeting, which took place 
Wednesday evening, the IAF 
deputies explained to Mr. 
Masri that an issue as serious 
as setting up a committee to 
investigate the conduct of the 
elections should have been 
discussed more thoroughly. 

“The man understood our 
position." said Dr. Said. 


Over 10 deputies had 
spoken on the IAF proposal 
before the issue was killed, 
but the Islamist deputies had 
insisted that most of the law- 
makers who expressed views 
on the motion were opposed 
to it. 

Mr. Masri. who could not 
be reached for comment Fri- 
day. had argued that the sea- 
ting order determined who 
among the deputies took the 
floor. 

Supported by other parlia- 
mentarians, Mr. Masri said 
he was obliged by the internal 
regulations of the House to 
take a vote on whether the 
debate should end after Mr. 
Irsheideh proposed so. 

The House vote against the 
proposal constituted the first 
defeat of the 16-strong IAF 
bloc in the 12th Parliament, 
which saw the number of IAF 
deputies and their supporters 
reduced to about 22 from 
over 30 in the 11th Parlia- 
ment. 

The IAF deputies are ex- 
pected to suffer another de- 
feat when they push for ad- 
justing a draft law on the 
sales of alcohol to meet the 
requirements of Islamic shar-. 
ia. 

The draft legislation would 
ban Muslims from producing, 
importing and selling alcohol 
but leave the door open for 
Christians to engage in the 
trade. The Islamists' said they 
would push for a complete 
ban on alcohol, an industry 
which contributes about 
JD 40 million in fees and 
customs to the treasury 
annually. 

The House Wednesday re- 
ferred the draft law to its 
Judiciary Committee, which 
includes five IAF members 
and is headed by independent 
Islamist Abdul Baqi Jammo. 


Jordan will not await 
PLO accord before 
reopening its banks 

By Randa Habib 

Agence France Presse 

AMMAN — Jordan plans to thorises Jordanian banks to { 
reopen its banks in the 
Israeli-occupied territories 
even if the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
does not sign a Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic accord 
by Monday, officials here 
said Friday. 

“We can no longer wait 
and if the PLO has not re- 
plied by Dec. 20, we will 
interpret this silence as an 
answer and will go ahead and 
open our banks," a Jordanian 
official said. 

Jordan plans to endorse an 
economic accord Tuesday, 
reached with Israel under 
U.S. sponsorship, to reopen 
its banks in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

During a visit to Amman 
on Dec. 5, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat did not sign a 
Jordanian- Palestinian draft 
economic agreement which 
has been ready since Novem- 
ber. 

Amman then gave the 
PLO until Dec. 20 for a final 
answer on the accord, dealing 
with financial matters and 
Jordanian banks' operations 
in the West Bank supervised 
by the Central Bank, of Jor- 
dan (CBJ). 

Palestinian officials said 
Mr. Arafat was hesitant ab- 
out the accord, despite sup- 
port for it from most PLO 
leaders, because of the power 
it gave the CBJ. 

The PLO leader hopes 
Israel will give him the green 
light to establish a Palestinian 
central bank and to issue 
Palestinian currency. 

CBJ Governor Moham- 
mad Saeed Nabulsi met 
directors of the country's 
banks on Thursday to brief 
them on the economic 
accord. 

While the agreement au- 
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Algerian presidency to be 
replaced before end of year 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
five-member presidency that 
rules Algeria will step down as 
Planned at the end of 1993 to 
be replaced by another pres- 
idential authority. Prime 
Minister Redha MaJek said 
Thursday. 

Mr. Malek, who spoke in a 
pre-recorded interview broad- 
cast on Algerian Television, 
gave no hint of what form the 
new authority would take but 
said it would rule for a two-to 
three-year transitional period 
to guide Algeria to democracy. 

• It was not clear whether the ' 
five men in the High Council of 
State (HCE), which has ruled 
Algeria since January 1992, 
would themselves step down or 
whether they might have a role 
in the new authority. 

The HCE was formed after 


the authorities cancelled a 
general election that the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (ITS) was on the verge of 
winning. TTie party was subse- 
quently banned. 

Mr.Malek said that other 
institutions are likely to be 
created with the new presiden- 
tial authority, including a 
"transitional council” of as 
many as 180 members to over- 
see the executive. 

The new authority will also 
choose a cabinet, Mr. Malek 
said, without saying whether 
he expected to- stay in office. 
Mr. Malek is both prime minis- 
ter and a member of the HCE. 

In October the HCE named 
an eight-member national dia- 
logue commission to talk with 
the legal political parties to 
chart out tne transition period 


Ashrawi steps down to be 
human rights advocate 


RAMALLAH, Occupied 
West Bank (AP) — Whenever 
violence erupted in the occu- 
pied lands or political disputes 
threatened peace talks. Han an 
Mikhail Ashrawi stepped up to 
the microphones to speak for 
the Palestinians. 

Her job as spokeswoman 
made her arguably the best- 
known Palestinian after Yasser 
Arafat, and certainly the most 
prominent woman in the Pales- 
tine Libera non Organisation 
(PLO). 

As a reward, the 47-year-old 
professor of English literature 
was offered the post as the 
ambassador in Washington and 
a senior role in the Palestinian 
self-governing authority to be 
created in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Instead, she has chosen to 
quit to form the Palestine Inde- 
pendent Cbmmission on Hu- 
man Rights, a post that could 
isooa make her a thorn in Mr. 
Arafat's side. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press Thursday, 
Dr. Ashrawi confirmed that 
she was abandoning her role as 
Palestinian spokeswoman, a 
position she said had always 
been unpaid, unofficial and 
voluntary. • 

*‘I wouldn’t say that he ( Ara- 
fat) was happy," she said ‘of 
her decision to leave. “But I 
didn't want to bedpan of the 
authority. I wanted to put an 
end to the speculation and 
attempts at persuasion." 

Now, she is turning her band 
towards fund raising. Dr. 
Ashrawi said Sweden donated 
one million kronor, the equiva- 
lent of SI 19.500. to the human 
rights project on Thursday. 

"People will not put up with 
the suppression of rights and 
freedoms after years of 
occupation." said Dr. Ashra- 
wi, chain-smoking Salem 
menthols between sips of bitter 
black coffee served in a glass. 
“We need to establish a system 
of checks and accountability.” 

Dr. Ashrawi lives with her 
husband Emile, a photo- 
grapher and artist, and daugh- 
ters Zeina. 12. and AmaJ, 14. 
Their house is across from an 
Israeli military court and pris- 
on that is encircled by guard 
towers and barbed wire. 

Three bodyguards patrol as 
a steady stream of visitors 
appears. One woman sought 
her help in a divorce while 
another begged Dr. Ashrawi to 

E revent an eviction bv a land- 
>rd. 

Dr. Ashrawi is more of an 
outsider at home than her im- 
age abroad would suggest. She 
1 is an intellectual in the midst of 
a street rebellion run by teen- 
, agers, a Christian in a pre- 
dominantly Muslim society 
where Islamic militants are 
gaining influence. She is a 
* woman among men. 

Dr. Ashrawi had threatened 
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to quit as PLO spokeswoman 
once before, joining other - 
West Bank and Gaza leaders in 
a protest last summer over Mr. 
Arafat's failure to consult them 
before deciding key issues. - 

But this time, fnends and 
associates said, her popularity 
abroad and her accessibility to 
the Western media created 
jealousies in the upper eche- 
lons of the PLO ana compelled 
her resignation. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Maariv. however, said she left 
because of Mr. Arafat’s mercu- 
rial outbursts at Palestinian 
officials and foreign dignitaries 
alike. 

The paper said the final 
break came when Mr. Arafat 
berated Swedish Prime Minis- 
ter Carl Bildt for calling him 
"chairman" instead of the 
“president of Palestine," his 
formal title but one that is not 
recognised outside the Arab 
World. It said Dr. Ashrawi 
tried for 15 minutes to calm 
Arafat. 

Dr. Ashrawi called the 
Maariv account "totally fabri- 
cated” and said she had not 
quit in anger. She said she 
came away from her job “with 
a better understanding of the 
complexities of the problem." 

She believes the peace pro- 
cess has brought about a major 
change in the way Palestinians 
and Israelis think about each 
other. 

"But I’m not saying we are 
out of the woods yet.” she 
added. 

Dr. Ashrawi stressed that 
her organisation would be in- 
dependent, seeking access to 
records and documents of the 
new Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority to investigate alleged 
violations and review all leg- 
islation and regulations. 

“It is an essentia] require- 
ment. We can’t have accounta- 
bility and be dependent on the 
(self-rule) authority,” she said. 

Does she expect Mr. Arafat 
to accept suggestions of re- 
form? 

“U will take persuasion, 
maybe pressure,” said Dr. 
Ashrawi. “But mostly it’s a 
matter of making concrete sug- 
gestions, not just sitting back 
and criticising.” 

She said her group would 
issue reports that would be 
critical if necessary of the 
Palestinian authority. 

Such work, however, may be 
dangerous. 

Assad Abdul Rahman, a 
political scientist in Amman 
who is slated to be in the 
organisation, said it would 
look into . inter-Palestinian i vio- 
lence, including the killing of 
hundreds of suspected col- 
laborators by self-appointed 
Palestinian vigilante groups. 

“Anyone who wants to join 
such an organisation should be 
psychologically prepared to be 
a martvr,” he saia. 
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and its institutions. The talks 
were ultimately to lead to a 
“national conference" on the 
matter. 

Although the HCE has al- 
ways been due to step down at 
the end of 1993. There has 
been some speculation its man- 
date might be extended beca- 
use the national conference 
bad not been convened.. 

Earlier this month une erf fee 
co mmis sion’s members said the 
conference could be beld in the 
first few weeks of January. 

An Algerian Islamic group 
said meanwhile it killed 12 
Croatian and Bosnian techni- 
cians at an engineering camp 
outside Algiers, the London- 
based A1 I-fayat newspaper re- 
ported. 


Arafat 

chairs 

Tunis 

meeting 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat chaired a meeting of the 
PLO Executive Committee 
here on Friday, called to dis- 
cuss problems in implementing 
the Israel-PLO autonomy 
accord, Palestinian officials 
said. 

Mr. Arafat was due to brief 
the committee on his meeting 
in Cairo Sunday with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
at which the two leaders de- 
cided to postpone implementa- 
tion. originally due to begin on 
Monday, and meet again in 
about 10 days. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee was also due to resume 
discussions on the composition 
of the interim Palestinian 
National Authority, which will 
administer autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho in line with the 
autonomy accord signed in 
Washington on Sept. -13. 

The authority, td be headed 
by Mr. Arafat, was the focus of 
a preliminary meeting in Tunis 
on Dec. 3. 

The PLO leadership was 
also expected to discuss inter- 
national financial aid for the 
autonomy scheme. 

The officials did not say how 
long the meeting would last. 

Mr. Arafat returned to his 
headquarters overnight Thurs- 
day following visits to the 
European Parliament in Stras- 
bourg, Britain and Ireland. 

Implementation of the 
autonomy plan has been de- 
layed because of disagree- 
ments over security, border 
controls and the size of the 
autonomous area of Jericho 
(see separate story). 

Ireland told Mr. Arafat 
Thursday it would more than 
double its annual aid to Palesti- 
nians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Ireland is very happy to 
make a contribution of SI mil- 
lion in 1994 and to continue 
that level for the next five 
year,” Tourism and Trade 
Minister Charlie McCreevy 
told Mr. Arafat on the Palesti- 
nian leader's first official visit 
to Ireland. 

Ireland provided $450,000 in 
1993. 

Mr. Arafat was in Dublin in . 
the final leg of a European tour 
aimed at garnering support for - 
Palestinian self-rule. He met 
Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds and Foreign Minister 
Dick Soring as well as Presi- 
dent Mari Robinson. 



Workers and the Algerian crew of a C-130 
Thursday unload the body of a Croatian worker 
killed in Algiers Tuesday by activists of the 


f undame n talis t Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
opposed to the government (AFP photo) 


Aideed’s militia scoffs at 
suggestions to sideline him 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— The militia led by Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed dismissed Thursday 
the notion that the United Na- 
tions could push him aside by 
ignoring events in Mogadishu 
while rebuilding the rest of the 
country. 

Mr. Richard McCall of the 
U.S. Agency.- for International 
Development (USAID) told 
reporters in Washington 
Wednesday that such an 
approach might succeed in iso- 
lating Gen. Aideed and his 
main rival, Aii Mahdi Moham- 
mad, who control Mogadishu 
between them. 

“If Aideed and Aii Mahdi 
and some of the other warlords 
are more concerned about 
who’s going to emerge as a 
leader at the national'level in 
Mogadishu, they increasingly- 
... could become irrelevant in 
this process Mr. McCall said. 

But Aideed spokesman 
Mohammad Abdul Karim Aii 
said: “Leaving Mogadishu 
alone and trying to develop the 
rest of the country is out of the 
question... Mogadishu is the 
heart of Somalia, curing a per- 
son without his heart does not 
help him survive. Somalia 
without Mogadishu cannot sur- 
vive.” 

Gen.' Aideed has been 
stranded in Addis Ababa since 
peacelalkf collapsed there last 
week. The United States has 


declined to proride a plane to 
fly him back to Mogadishu. 

'Mr. McCall said that if Gen. 
Aideed and Mr. Aii Mahdi had 
their wav “we might as well 
leave today and be prepared to 
go back in five or six months 
from now with a massive relief 
effort.” 

Asked if Washington was 
prepared to let Gen. Aideed 
ana his rivals battle it out in 
Mogadishu while donor coun- 
tries turn their attention to 
rebuilding other regions of 
Somalia, Mr. McCall said: 
“Yeah. I’m saying that.” 

Mr. Abdul Karim countered 
that bringing about peace in 
Mogadishu, which Gen. 
Aideed and Mr. Aii Madhi. 
have been struggling to control 
since January 1991, was the 
key to reconciliation in the rest 
of Somalia. 

Washington and the United 
Nations have been trying to' 
find a credible policy for Soma- 
lia after extracting themselves 
from the bloody and unsuc- 
cessful military hunt for Gen. 
Aideed. 

When they stopped fighting 
him, they tried to flatter him 
into negotiations instead. With 
that strategy crumbling, it 
appears increasingly that offi- 
cials want to ignore him. 

Another strategy the United 
Nations wants to ptlrtSi^is' tS 
persuade other factions "to 
form an interim government 


and restrict aid to them while 
leaving Gen. Aideed out in the 
cold. 

U.N. officials think that 
starving Gen. Aideed’s terri- 
tory of aid will undermine sup- 
port for him. 

But few believe it is possible 
for Somalia to function econo- 
mically without the port in 
south Mogadishu. 

The United Nations concen- 
trates about 15,000 troops, ab- 
out half its entire force, in the 
city. Perhaps a million people 
or a sixth of the population, 
live there. 

Aid officials says Gen. 
Aideed’s militia is stealing ab- 
out a third of the aid coming 
into Mogadishu. His suppor- 
ters relied on this source of 
funds throughout the famine 
last year. 

Mogadishu remains the poli- 
tical prize that all two dozen 
factions covet. Somalis also 
point out that fighting is not 
confined to Mogadishu and 
clans have revived feuds in 
several parts of the arid coun- 
try in recent weeks. 

Aideed convoy disarmed 

A U.N. military spokesman 
said on Thursday he believed 
that a rival Somali clan had 
disarmed a convoy of “technic- 
al” .Battle wagons &nt id pick 
up Gen.” Aideed oh the Ethio ; 
pian border. 


Rabin rejects Israeli reports 
Arafat is mentally unstable 


TEL AVIV .(AP) — Prime 
Minister. Yitzhak. Rabin be- 
lieves Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat is all there, dis- 
missing on Thursday persistant 
Israeli reports that the Palesti- 
nian leader is mentally unst- 
able. 

“I think that all this talk is 
not serious.. I sat with him in 
conversation and he spoke 
from his. point of view with 
great logic," Mr. Rabin told 
reporters who badgered him to 
comment on the reports. 

“It was not acceptable to 
me, but it was with great 
logic," he added: 

At the same time. Israel has 
set up a special team headed by 
Deputy Defence Minister Mor- 
dechai. Gur to examine Mr. 
Arafat’s personality and study 
his handling of the peace nego- 
tiation's, Israeli Television 
second channel reported. 

The team will include 
academics and psychologists, 
an unidentified" senior govern- 
ment source said. 

The danger of an imminent 
menral breakdown by the 65- 
year-old Arafat, head of the 
PLO for over 25 years, has 
been splashed in banner head- 
lines across Israeli tabloids. 


“Arafat in serious mental 
state,” said Yediot Ahronot, 
Israel’s laigest daily. 

In public and private meet- 
ings; tie has been quick to take 
insult and attack in anger 
everyone from foreign digni- 
tayies to Palestinian journal- 
ists. His closest, aides have- 
threatened to leave because he 
kept them in- the dark about 
developments in implementing 
the peace accord that they 
helped negoti ate. 

Reports quote aides as 
saying they worried that his 
plane crash in April 1992, 
which later forced a brain op- 
eration. or bis marriage to a 
woman half his age had 
affected his judgement. 

Implementing the autonomy 
accord has been- delayed .be- 
cause Israel and the PLO have 
not been able to agree on the 
security arrangements, includ- 
ing who controls the border 
crossings with Egypt and Jor- 
dan and how much laud Israel 
will vacate around Jericho. 

Israel is heavily dependent 
on the force of Mr. Arafat's 
hero status among Palesti- 
nians, increasingly opposed to 
the peace accord, to see it 
through. 


Iran’s chief 
justice 
calls for 
Khamenei to 
lead all Shi’ites 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The chief 
justice called Friday for Iran's 
spiritual guide. Ayatollah Aii 
Khamenei, to be designated as 
the sole leader of Shi’ite Mus- 
lims throughout the world. 

Ayatollah Mohammad Yaz- 
di, at weekly prayers, said 
Ayatollah Khamenei had all 
the right qualities to serve as 
"marja-e-taqlid” (source of re- 
ference) for Shi’ites, most of 
whom live in Iran, Iraq, Leba- 
non and Pakistan. 

“In a country ruled by Islam, 
we can not have different lead- 
ers for politics and religion,” 
he said. “We need to have 
order, a concentration of reli- 
gious authorities.” 

“I would say no one but 
Khamenei deserves” to suc- 
ceed Grand Ayatollah Aii Ara- 
ki in the post, said the chief 
justice. He was “the most qual- 
ified" in Shi’ite Islam. * 

Last week, Iran’s religious 
leadership named 90-year-old 
Araki as Marja, following the 
death on Dec. 9 of Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammad Reza- 
Golpayegani. 
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Palestinian support for peace deal erodes 


Of the accord, op from 27 per 

nf tncmt Questions said they were *not sure about the deal, as 

September ioters »U. T» pofl 
waTcarried oufty the. Centre for_Pa§tmjao 


per cent margin of error in the face-to-face intOTc^J3utponr 
among the Arab population are often difficult due to a 
traditional reluctance to voice opinions m public- 

Jewish group protests BonivTehren ties. 

BONN (R) — A U.S. Jewish group on Thursday criticised 
Gennany’s ties with Iran and said Bonn s .argument thatTehrao 
could only be coaxed into the international fold through efiatogue 
was a cover for purely commercial interests. An American 
Jewish committee delegation touring Germany was due to meet 
Forefen Minister Klaus Kinkel and would protest against 

* “ . rmri ctvilrpCTTiiin Anrirm KalrAr 


productive,” said Mr. Baker, calling Tehran a main sponsor of 
international “terrorism" — a charge it denies. "We have and 
will object quite forcibly,” be said. Germany has pursued a 
dialogue with Tehran at a time when most Western nations were 
keeping it at an arm's length until it distances itself from guerrilla 
groups, improves its human rights record and withdraws a death 
edict for alleged blasphemy against British author Salman 
Rushdie. In October, Germany triggered off angry protests from 
Washington and London far allowing a visit by Iranian intelli- 
gence chief Aii Fallahiyan, which chancellery aide Bemd 
S cami dbauer justified on humanitarian grounds. A month 
before. Chancellor Helmut Kohl phoned Iran's president Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsaniani. The call coincided with news that German 
electrical giant Siemens AG bad won a six million mark ($3.5 
million) contract to supply software to the state-owned Iranian 
Teleco mmuni cations Company. “We feel that it’s not only, 
dialogue that Germany is interested in," said Mr. Baker. “There 
is also business going on.” Dialogue is just an excuse to do other 
things.” 

Kuwait to give Palestinians $25 million 


■milli on for Palestinian reconstruction in the occupied territories. 
Ambassador to France Tareq Rizouki told a conference on 
Palestinian development the emirate wanted the money to go 
towards Palestinian education, housing and health, the official 
Kuwait News Agency reported from Paris. Kuwait will select the 
projects in coordination with the World Bank and make the 
money available through international agenies, the agenty 

3 n o te d him as saying. The money will not be channelled through 
le Palestine Liberation Organisations (PLO), its representa- 
tives or subsidiary organisations, be was quoted as saying. Mr. 
Rizouki was speaking in Paris at the inaugural session of the 
hank’s consultative group for the occupied territories, the agency 
said. Kuwait severed its once close relations with the PLO during 
the 1990-91 Iraqi occupation in retaliation for the organisation’s 
support for Baghdad during the crisis. 

Attorneys for Libyans ask court to dismiss case 

WASHINGTON XAPjV^ Df@ce lawyei-g asked a 

federal court to dismiss a criminal indictment field against two 
Libyans accused of bombing Pan Am Flight 103, saying the 
charges were politically motivated. Attorney Frank Rusino and 
Jon May filed a motion in U.S. district court in the District of 
Columbia. The motion accuses the United States of not. being 
serious about getting to the bottom of the case since it has failed 
to provide Libya with an official copy of the records of its 
investigation. That’s a violation of the Monfral Convention, an 
international extradition agreement, they said. “The indictment 
is politically motivated and a foreign policy tool,” of the Bush 
administration, die motion said. “Both die defendants and tbe 
government of Libya are victims of a massive cover-up to protea 
Syria and Iran from their rightful blame.” Attorneys for the 
families of the victims of the crash called the suit frivolous. 

Assad tells U.S. team Syria wants peace 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad told a 
U.S. Senate delegation on Thursday that Damascus was commit- 
ted to the Midal East peace process, officials said. They 
discussed developments in the two-year old Arab-Israeli peace 
talks and how to remove obstacles, the officials said. Syria last 
week responded positively to U.S. calls and agreed to resume i 
talks with Israel after a suspension of more than three months. ; 
After 11 rounds, the talks are deadlocked over the issue of tbe 
Syrian Golan Heights. “The president briefed the delegation on 
Syria’s stand regarding a number of issues concerning the region 
and affirmed Syria’s commitment to the peace process and the 
objective of a just and comprehensive peace,” one official said*. 

Libyan still missing after six days 

CAIRO (R) — The fate of former Libyan Foreign Minster 
Mansour Kikhia remained unknown six days after his mysterious 
disappearance in Cairo, the Arab Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR) said on Thursday. Libyan opposition leaders 
fear Mr. Kikhia, who has lived in exile since 1981, has been 
abducted by Libyan government agents. In a statement faxed to 
Reuteis, AOHR said it had been informed by the Egyptian 
authorities that Mr. Kikhia, 62, was not in any of the hospitals 
nor under the detention of any security authorities in Egypt. 


“The preliminary results double the fears of the AOHR on the 
fate of Mansour Kikhia, particularly since his disappearance was 
preceded by veiled threats from within Libya on wiping out the 


abroad,” the statement said. Libya vowed on Sunday to crush 
exiled opponents of colonel Muammar Qadhafi’s government, 
calling them traitors. 
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tome News 

Jordan, IMF finalising 
stand-by 1994 agreement 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1993 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

MAN — Jordan and the 
[national Monetary Fund 
F) are putting final touches 
stand-by agreement under 
ft the Kingdom undertakes 
itroduce a sales tax as of 
beginning of 1994, in- 
led sources said Friday, 
re sources said a team of 
' technical experts, who ar- 
1 here early December, 
Jordanian officials had 
ted die stand-by agree- 
t to be signed this week by 
yr representatives from the 
sides. 

iiirces familiar with the 
is of the agreement, which 
be valid for one year, said 
most important measure 
Jordan has to implement 
rr the economic austerity 
pramme agreed with the 
‘ was introduction of the 
i tax. 

re tax was supposed to 
i gone into force early this 


y. ear > political considera- 
tions, in an election year of 
ministers who were also de- 
puties in the 11th Parliament, 
delayed its implementation. 

“There cannot be anymore 
delays in introdudngs the sales 
tax, ‘ said Dr._ Fahed Fanek, a 
noted columnist and economic 
analyst. 

The draft law has been ready 
for some time now and is ex- 
pected to be sent to Parliament 
soon. 

The sources said the IMF. 
which is sympathetic to Jor- 
dan's concerns and supports 
the Kingdom's efforts to 
address its foreign debts, had 
found “everything in order” in 
terms of Amman's adherence 
to the economic restructuring 
programme. They said the 
IMF did not have any prob- 
lems with the Kingdom's 1994 
budget either. 

The JD 1.487 billion draft 
budget is before Parliament 
now. 

“We don't foresee any prob- 


lem in finalising the stand-by 
agreement soon,” said one of 
the sources, adding that the 
document would take effect as 
soon as the IMF board of 
directors approved it. 

Subject to the finalisation of 
the document. Jordan is also 
expected to receive $70 million 
to $80 million in credits from 
the World Bank for the King- 
dom’s agriculture sector. 

“Pre-appraisal work is under 
way now,” said another 
source, referring to the loan, 
which will be matched by a 
similar amount from as yet 
undetermined sources. The 
Joan will carry commercial 
bank interest rates and will be 
repayable in 20 years. 

Jordan has already received 
another $80 million World 
Bank loan for its energy sector. 
The loan is marched by a simi- 
lar credit facility from the 
Japanese government 

The stand-by agreement 
with the IMF will also clear the 


way for the international finan- 
cial watchdog to issue a certi- 
fication that Jordan is abiding 
by the economic restructuring 
programme. 

Such certification is essential 
for Jordan to open fresh debt 
rescheduling agreements with 
the Paris Club of creditor gov- 
ernments. 

Talks with the Paris Club are 
slated to begin in February 
after Jordan secured an exten- 
sion from July. 

Jordan last week finalised an 
agreement with the London 
Club of creditor commercial 
institutions covering $875 mil- 
lion in principle ana outstand- 
ing interest. 

It was Jordan’s first-ever 
agreement with its commercial 
creditors since it started im- 
plementing the economic res- 
tructuring programme in 1988. 
The programme was inter- 
rupted by the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis, but Jordan and th’e IMF 
picked up from it was left off in 
1991 ana renewed it. 





SPECIAL PRAYERS for rain were organised in 
Amman Thursday by the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs. Amo ng the worshippers were . 


Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister Abdnl 
Salam A 1 Abbadi, the chier lsiamic justice and 
other officials (Petra photo) 


Faithful pray for rains 


Obtain a national number — now 


By Rana Husseini 
a'aJ to the Jordan Times 


MAN — The government 
■ging the people to undergo 
procedures needed for 
linin g a national number 
is to be printed on pass- 
5 , family books and iaenti- 
ards. 

.ccording to a circular 
ed by the prime minister 
week, every holder of a 
ily book must have a 
onal number printed for 
i member of the family. 
Inless this is done, govero- 
it institutions will not pro- 
i any service to any indi- 


vidual who does not have the 
national number. 

According to Mohammad 
Moheidin Keilani, director of 
public relations at the Depart- 
ment of Passports and Civil 
Registration, the department 
initiated the national number 
system in March of 1992, and 
80 per cent of the citizens have 
received a national number 
since then. 

Every Jordanian citizen who 
carries a famil y book and a five 
year passport was assigned a 
number, said Mr. Keilani. 

“When a citizen wants to 
renew his/her passport or 
obtain a new one, the depart- 
ment affixes the national num- 


ber from the family book,” 
explained Mr. Keilani. 

He said the number of 
citizens seeking to obtain a 
national number has increased 
after learning that the Ministry 
of Supply win not issue a ration 
card unless there is a national 
number listed on family books. 

“The Ministry of Supply is 
cooperating with us to guaran- 
tee that all citizens have 
national numbers in the next 
few months,” Mr. Keilani said. 

The official stressed the im- 
portance of identifying every 
citizen with a national number 
because it will ease the work in 


all governmental departments. 

•T*be new system, he main- 
tained, would help all depart- 
ments obtain any necessary in- 
formation regarding any 
citizen without confusing per- 
sons who might cany the same 
first and last names. 

Mr. Keilani urged all Jorda- 
nian citizens who nave a family 
book and have not yet 
obtained a national number to 
call at dvil registration depart- 
ments to get a number. He 
noted that the passport depart- 
ment will ensure that every 
citizen in the Kingdom receives 
a national number in the next 
few months. 


Regional seminar urges Arabs to execute pilot 
project of artificial recharge of aquifers 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians held 
special prayers Thursday im- 
ploring God for rains after a 
dry spell of five weeks during 
the annual season. 

The prayers were organised 
by the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs ana was 
attended by Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Abbadi and senior 
clergymen. 

Meteorlogy Department 
Director AJi A ban da said the 
situation had not turned critic- 
al although five weeks of a dry 
spell during the annual Octo- 
ber to May rainy season were 
worrying, but he pointed out 
that some parts of Jordan re- 
ceived some rains last week. 

‘Two or three good spells in 
January and February should 
take care of the shortfalls in 
the ammal average so far," Dr. 
Abanda said. 

“It is only natural that peo- 
ple get worried when they do 
not see rains for. five weeks 


during the regular period." he 
said. 

According to Dr. Abanada. 
the southern regions had 
almost 200 per cent of their 
annual rainfalls since October 
while the northern and central 
regions, including Amman and 
surrounding areas and the Jor- 
dan Valley, had received only 
50 per cent. 

The seasonal average in the 
south is around 30 millimetres 
while the region actually re- 
ceived up to 55 millimetres, 
while in the north it was half, 
he told the Jordan Times. 

Annual rains in Jordan 
range from 100 millimetres in 
the south to 300 millimetres in 
the northern and central re- 
gions, while in the moun- 
tainous regions they reach up 
to 550 millimetres, he said. 

In the eastern desens neigh- 
bouring Iraq and Saudi Ara- 
bia. the annual rainfall ranges 
from 35 millimetres to 75 mil- 
limetres, he added. 

The shortfall in rains in the 
Jordan Valley, the Kingdom's 
fanning belt, should not cause 


too much worry, he said, 
pointing out chat farmers in the 
region depended on irrigation 
water rather than rains for 
their needs. 

“For the Jordan Valley, 
rains are complementary in na- 
ture.” he said, adding that as 
long as catchment areas re- 
ceived rains to replenish sur- 
face water reserves and under- 
ground aquifiers there was no 
reason for undue worry. 

In any event. Dr. Abanda 
said, “we are hopeful tht Janu- 
ary and February will see 
enough rains to ride out the 
shortfalls.” 

Jordan received unusual 
rains last season and agricultu- 
ral experts and water strateg- 
ists said the Kingdom was in a 
good position to cope with its 
minimum water needs if the 
same amount of rains fell this 
season. 

Dr. Abanda said the 
Meteorology Department reg- 
ularly resorts to cloud-seeding 
for artificial rains whenever the 
givens in the weather pattern 
allowed it. 


TOKYO (J.T.) — Japan has 
derided to take part in financ- 
ing the energy sector in Jor- 
dan, according to Japanese Fi- 
nance Minister Hiroshi Fuji. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali, Mr. Fuji said 
that Japan would seriously 
consider financing other Jorda- 
nian projects in the fields of 
transport and reJecommunica- 
i tions. 

During his current 10-day 
visit to Japan, Dr. Majali had 
submitted to the Japanese gov- 
ernment a list of development 
projects to be carried out in 
Jordan, requesting Japanese 
financial aid for their imple- 
mentation. according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Petra said Dr. Majali also 
met the head of Japan's Inter- 
national Development Fund 
and discussed with him financ- 
ing of Jordanian projects. 

Japan had extended $750 
million in soft loans to Jordan 
in the 1980s and early 1990s. 
particularly to help the King- 
dom cope with the negative 
effects of the Gulf crisis in 1990 
and 1991. 

Dr. Majali had earlier met 
with Emperor Akihito and- 
handed him a message from 
His Royal Highness" Crown 
Prince Hassan. 'the Regent. 

Dr. Majali also met with 
Japan’s Foreign Minister Soto- 
niu Hatta and discussed with 
him developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
economic relations. 

The Japanese foreign minis- 
ter promised thai his country 
would examine financing of 
Jordanian development 
schemes, Petra noted. 


• vIAN (J.T.) — ~A two day 
onal seminar on the 
ential of artificial recharge 
roundwater” held at the 
-ersity of Jordan has urged 
) states to execute a pilot 
set of artificial recharge of 
fers to serve as a model 
also to offer basis for 
sriments for the whole 
) area in the future years, 
maodsed by the Umversi- 
Water ana Environment 
larch and Study Centre, 
icipants representing 11 
3 countries in addition to 
ida and the United States 
:wed 40 working papers 
ing with ways of saving 


water for domestic and other 
uses in the Arab region. 

A statement at the end of 
the meetings recommended 
that Arab states benefit from 
the experiments of nations 
with advanced experience in 
recharging aquifers, ser np 
specifications for the quality of 
treated waste water that can be 
nsed in recharging a quifers and 
conduct sotidl and economic 
studies on impacts resulting 
from the recharge process be- 
fore embarking on large scale 
schemes. 

The papers reviewed mod- 
ern technology employed in 


recharging aquifers, the ex- 
periments of a number of na- 
tions in this regard 1 and ideas 
about the use of treated water 
in recharging underground wa- 
ter. 

Dr. Mohammad Shatanawi, 
bead of a committee that pre- 
pared for the conference, ■ .said 
in a statement Thursday that 
recharge of aquifers was consi- 
dered by the participants as 
necessary in view of grow- 
ing demand and high water 
consumption. > 

Describing the outcome of' 
the seminar as positive. Dr. 
Shatanawi said the meeting 
provided a forum for an ex- 


change of ideas and proposals 
on dealing with underground 
water issues which are of con- 
cern to the whole Arab World. 

The seminar, which was 
organised in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation and the Canadian 
Embassy in Amman, was 
attended by delegates from the 
U.S. and Canada, in addition 
to Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Bahrain, 
Oman, Tunisia, Libya Moroc- 
co, Lebanon, Palestine and 
Jordqn. 


. . n, 

German deputies end visit * leave for W. Bank 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A two-member 
team from the German federal 
parliament left Amman Friday 
■ morning for the occupied Arab 
territories on the second leg of 
their current tour of the Mid- 
dle East region. 

Professor Winfried Pinger 
and Mrs. Erika Reinhardt. 


both of the Christian Demo- 
cratic Union, discussed with 
Jordanian parliament members 
and officials a range of subjects 
of concern to Germany and 
Jordan. 

The peace process and the 
European countries' economic 
and political contributions to 
its success were among the 
topics discussed at a meeting 
with a group of parliament 
members representing most 


blocs, according to the Ger- 
man Embassy in Amman. 

The embassy said that issues 
related to Jordan and the West 
Bank and the process of re- 
• habilitating the occupied Arab 
lands through contributing to 
tfhe construction of the infras- 
tructure were also reviewed at 
the meeting. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that the two Ger- 


man deputies presented 
Bonn’s views concerning the 
peace proces and the German 
concept of participation at the 
political and economic levels, 
stressing that allocations for 
the rehabilitation of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip have 
already been endorsed by the 
European Community and dis- 
bursing of funds was expected 
to begin once the Palestinian 
Israeli accord is implemented. 
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MMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
nown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Friday 
derated Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
enZdd to attend the funeral of late Sheikh 
omus Al Zaben, a former Royal Court 
nployee, and to convey his condolences to 
ani Hassan and Zaben tribes. 

iMC to expand agricultural 
xports 

MMAN (PetTa) — The Agricultural 
[arketing Corporation (AMC) is planning to 
eport experimental shipments or fresh fruit 
id vegetables to South East Asia, the Gulf 
jun tries, eastern and western Europe and 
le newiy-independent states, according to 
the AMCs Director-General Salem Ai Law- 
zi. Dr. Lawzi called on exporters to cooperate 
with the corporation to ensure the success of 
this trial shipment. In a related development, 
the corp o ration exported 7,637 tonnes of 
fresh fruit and vegetables to the United Arab 
Emirates, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain . 
and Qatar during the period from Dec. 4 
through 10. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Saturday joins 
other Arab countries in celebrating the Arab 
Police Day. A major celebration mil be held 
at the Public Security Department (PSD), 
during which the PSD director, Lieutenant- 
General Abdul Rahman Al Adwan, will 
decorate a number of public security officers 
and soldiers, who took part in the Unired 
Nations peacekeeping forces in Croatia, with 
Royal medals. Lt.-Gen. Adwan will also 
honour retired police officers and other PSD 
soldiers for their distinguished services. 

Conference on sports to be 
held Sunday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, a national conference on the 
development of sports movement in Jordan 
will be held Sunday at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. The one-day conference will discuss 
means of developing youth and sports activi- 
ties and ways of overcoming problems facing 
the sports movement. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


"ft Art exhibition by artists Ibrahim Al Abdu- 
H mid Abdul Hussein Twajj at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

ft Art exhibition by artist Ati A] Sabouqji at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by a number of Jordanian 
.artists entitled “The Sixth Exhibition — 
Samples From Hu Contemporary Jorda- 
nian Art 93” at the Spanish Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by Jordanian artists Kbakd 
Hjj&zi, Mohammad Al Amen, and Adnan 
AI Sharif at Phoenix Gallery for Art and 
Cutout (Td. 695291). 

ft Art exhibition by artist Hani Al Honrani 
entitled “Impressions from Wadi AI 

f &akk” at Katerina Art Gallery. 

'Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Salam Jamil 
at Aba Art GaUery. 

ft Art exhfbUfem by artist Samte Zarou at the ‘ 
Open Studio “Al Marsam Al Maftuh,” 
JaW Amman, 2nd Circle (9^00-13:00 and 
15^0-17:06 afl days except Fridays), 
ft Eidribitiott “Prints and Drawings of Fahrel- 


nissa Zdd” (1915-1991) until the 15th of 
January *94 at Darat at Fomin of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. Also showing 
tire “Permanent” Exhibition. (Tel. 643251/ 
2 ). 

☆ Plastic art exl ’bition by a number or Iraqi 
artists at La Casa Art Gallery (between the 
5th and 6th Circles). 

Hr Exhibition of paintings by artist Khalid 
Khreis at the French Cultural Centre. 

■ft Lecture in Spanish on “Arab Calligraphy 
and Its Functions” by Dr. Khaled Khreis 
at the Spanish Cultural Centre at 6:00 
p.m. 

☆ Christmas bazaar at Al Nukhbafa Exhibi- 
tion Hall, University Road (Tel. 837304, 
684257). 

ft Poetry recital by Lebanese poet Joseph 
Harbat Abdnl Hahmeed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

ft Prisma-Kid tnrmagazin in German at 
Goetire-Institnt at 8:00 p.m. 

it Classical music concert at tire Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre at 8.-00 p.m. 
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Russia after the elections 

WITH THE official results of last week’s 
national elections in Russia putting the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) effectively ahead of all 
the other major political parties, including 
Russia's Choice Party which supports Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, there is every sign that the 
political landscape of the country is anything 
but settled. The LDP under the volatile lead- 
ership c? Vladimir Zhirinovsky apparently 
aims to restore the old might of former Soviet 
Union but under the old-new slogan of imperial 
Russia. Suffice it to recall that Mr. Zhirinovsky 
views the U.S. as an evil empire that Moscow 
must contain and guard against with nuclear 
weapons. He is also known to have expressed 
some anti-Semitic ideas including hostile re- 
marks about Israel. Yet the leader of the LDP 
remains an enigmatic personality given the fact 
that he is reputed to be a Jew and once a leader 
of a Jewish Cultural Organisation called “Sha- 
lom.” Even though Zhirinovsky spoke against 
Zionism as such, he nevertheless was quoted as 
having once described the Zionist state as a 
“geopolitical ally of Russia.” 

Perhaps this is not the real issue. Whether he 
is pro-Israel or even pro-Iraq as he has also 
been quoted as professing recently, the real 
concern is about the sentiments of the rank and 
file Russians who voted for him and supported 
his political platform. On this score, it is quite 
dear that the LDP will use its 70 seats in the 
450-member Duma, the Lower House of the 
Russian parliament, to consolidate its gains and 
push for the realisation of its ultra nationalist 
goals and aspirations. Given the defeatist mood 
of the country in the wake of the collapse of the 
once mighty Soviet Union, there will always be 
a yearning in Russia for the resurrection of 
their superpower status. 

In a way the present versatile political 
climate in Russia is fertile for the rebirth of 
ultra nationalist currents. When the proven 
popular and parliamentary strength of raw 
nationalism in Moscow is added to the political 
gains of the equally disgruntled Communists 
and their Agrarian Party allies, then the 
political fortunes of President Yeltsin and his 
Russia’s Choice supporters are simply in 
doubt, to say the least. The Communists under 
Mikhail Lapshin have captured almost 14 per 
cent of the vote as compared with 14.5 per cent 
for the Yeltsin forces. These results do not bode 
well for the incumbent Russian leader or for the 
new world order that Moscow has supported. 

It is safe to conclude, therefore, that the 
traditional rivalries between Washington and 
Moscow may resurface again as the mainstay of 
the most recent world order yet. With more 
and more Russians supporting the resurgence 
of Russia’s nuclear capability and its possible 
deployment to beef up its territorial and politic- 
al ambitions, there is little doubt that the 
international community is in for new surprises 
that could also be destabilising. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES - 

THERE IS no doubt that the current acts of violence and the 
murder of innocent foreign civilians in Algeria are bound to 
damage Islam's image before the world, said AI Dustour daily. 
It is indeed sad and tragic to sec the Algerian people sliding 
towards an abyss of civil war blindfolded and unable to feel 
their way around, said the daily in its comment on the killing of 
the 12 foreigners in Algiers two days ago. The killings stir not 
only regret over rfe death of the innocent people but also fear 
and apprehension over rhe future of this country which fought 
for msry years in order to secure independence, continued the 
paper. It is not for us :o point fingers to the perpetrator of these 
acts of violence or sa> whether the fundamentalists or others 
are responsible; one c;.n only express disgust and condemna- 
tion. tne paper went on. The foreign people killed in cold 
blood have been visitors and guests of the people of Algeria 
whose duty was to provide protection and hospitality rather 
behave like murders, it added. It is not only the image of 
Muslims in Algeria that is being marred, it is that of Islam 
world-wide, the paper pointed out. It said that it is time for the 
conflicting forces in Algeria to resort to reason and to abstain 
from any acts of violence so as to ensure stability and security. 
Hie paper said that whatever the reason given for such acts, 
they ct-n by no means be justified under any law or norm. 

TAHER AL Udwan. a columnist in AI Dustour. described rhe 
return of the Palestinians deported to Marj AI Zuhur as a 
success for international law and the intifada which caused 
their expulsion in the first place. The continuation of the 
Palestinian uprising and the steadfastness of the expellees, 
together with pressure exerted on Israel by various sources, 
have finally brought about the return, said the writer. The eyes 
of the Arabs in general and the Palestinians' in particular will 
now 'watch to see the impact of this return on the intifada, 
especially on the behaviour of Hamas which has shown total 
defiance Israelis and has objected Co Che PLO-Israeli 

deal on au.u»* .:iv rule in Palestine, said the writer. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Without Arab backing, Palestinians stand 
little chance to get Israeli concessions 


THE DELAY in the partial Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho under the Sept. 13 accord with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) has come as no surprise. If 
anything, the apparent deadlock in the implementation of the 
autonomy accord has given the parties involved in the peace 
process a moment of respite from the hectic pace Arab-lsraeli 
peacemaking picked up after that fateful day in September 
when old enemies turned a new leaf of the lawns of the White 
House. . . 

For one thing, the stated Israeli positions in the negotiations 
on an implementation agreement of the autonomy accord 
reveal very clearly that the priorities of the Jewish state: have 
very well been laid out. That cannot be said for the Palestinian 
side since it is clear that the approach of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat is to get as many tokens of Palestinian 
independence as possible in the bargain without knowing very 
clearly how much the Israelis are willing to give. 

If published accounts of the meeting and exchanges between 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin m Cairo on 
Dec. 12 are accurate to any acceptable degree, then it is also 
clear that it was no negotiations that went on between the two. 
It was more a one-sided conversation where Arafat went on 
making his demands and Rabin went on saying no without 
even malting any pretense of engaging the PLO leader in any 
kind of bargainee. 

No wonder Ararat looked crestfallen when he came out of 
that meeting with little to show; in fact Rabin had no intention 
of giving anything anyway — “I want this," and “no you won’t 
get it" summed up tne exchange between Arafat and Rabin. 
Now, I, for one, do not consider that as negotiations. The term 
that fits is “dictating." 

(That reminds me to appeal to Arafat not to insult the 
people he represents by nis futile gesture to shake Rabin's 
hands; it is aemeaning and degrading to see the president 
turned down by the Israeli prime minister, who has made no 
secret of bis distaste for Arafat, who, whether anyone likes it 
or not, happens to be the head of the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people). 

“Had I known that this was what you are willing to offer 
then I would not have accepted the Oslo agreement." Arafat 
was quoted as telling Rabin during the Dec. 12 meeting. 

Now, that was a very telling statement. On the one handT it 
goes without saying that Arafat, in his haste to enter some 
accord with Israel to legitimise the PLO's role in the peace 
process and to ensure political survival, overlooked a lot of 
crucial factors when he agreed to the vaguely defined Oslo 
accord that was formalised in Washington on Sept. 13. 

Obviously, it was also a case of brinksmanship, where the 


PLO chairman hoped that things would fall into place once 
actual negotiations on the modalities of autonomy 

But what Arafat and his associates who negotiated the Oslo 
agreement might not have taken into serious consideration 
was the fact that Israel knew very well what and now much it 
was willing and would be willing to offer the Palestinians in the 
interim period. It might even be true for the “final status 
negotiations in three years from now. 

Having said that, it cannot be said that Arafat and ras 
people were in anv better shape to ensure that Israel agreed to 
their bottom lines in the Oslo agreement since it was a case of 
the strong armed with all aces pitted against the weak trying to 
bluff. , . . -. 

But that does not change anything. The Palestinian people 
have struggled and waited for decades for some sign of an end 
to their suffering under the yoke of occupation, and what races ’ 
them today is uncertainty at best. ^ , 

The surge in violence and the diminishing support tor 
autonomv among the Palestinians in the occupied temtones as 
well as those in the diaspora cannot but be attributed to an 
emerging understanding of the clear lines that Israel has drawn 

for interim self-rule. . ,, 

It is very clear from the public statements and actions as well 
as negotiating posture of the Israelis that they have no 
intention of going any further than those lines. 

Given the balance of power in the region and the dynamics 
of international politics in the wake of tne end of the cold war, 
there is almost nothing that Arafat could do to push the 
Israelis. But that does not mean that he should stop trying. 
After all. he represents the aspirations of the world's ax 
million Palestinians, and he cannot afford to let them down. 

The PLO chairman's pointed reference that the Sept. 13 
accord was not simply an Israel-PLO accord but an interna- 
tional document guaranteed bv the United States and Russia is 
the best indicator that he is despararely groping for interven- 
tion from the co-sponsors at an immediate point. 

Ii is doubtful whether Washington would move in the 
direction that Arafat wants it to; and the less said about Russia 
the better in the context of its influence (or the lack of it) in the 
peace process. 

So where does that leave the Palestinians? 

Needless to say, unless armed with stronger Arab backing 
stemming from a firm conviction that the make or break point 
has come in Middle East peacemaking, the Palestinians nave 
little option other than accepting what Israel is willing to offer 
them. 

But again, if what happened in last week’s meeting in Tokyo 
of the multilateral steering group is any indication, then such a 
strong Arab backing may not be forthcoming. 


Regardless of whatever pressure was applied, from whatev- 
er quarters, the Arabs should not have accepted to host -the 
next meetings of four of the five multilateral working group in 
Arab countries. , 

The net impact of the Tokyo decision to have Oman. Qatar 
and Morocco host three Of' the working groups is clear: A 
further foothold for Israel in its quest for normalisation of 
relations with the Arab World without actually giving the 
Palestinians anything substantial (Cairo's hosting of the next 
round of talks on refugees is not relevant since Egypt is 
off-screen in the context of normalised relations). 

Jordan, for whom the continued Arab boycott of Israel and 
normalisation of relations are the best bets to demand the 
Jewish state meet Arab demands, resisted the pressure to have 
the working group on the environment meet in Jordanian 
‘territory, and thus Poland was given that “honour." 

All said and done, it was indeed regrettable that the course 
of events took such a course in Tokyo at a time a strong 
message was needed from the Arabs to Israel that its goal of 
acceptance as a member of the Middle Eastern family 
depended largely on its meeting the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people and accepting the inevitability of returning 
Arab lands to their rightful owners. 

Instead, the message that Israel got out of Tokyo was 
perhaps an indirect encouragement that very few Arabs are 
going to bother with the Israel-PLO negotiations and the 
pressure that the PLO is finding itself under to accept what the 
Jewish state is willing to offer. 

Arafat has deprived himself of any strong card that could 
have helped Him by going it alone with the Israelis without 
consulting any of the Arab countries, least of all Jordan. Syria 
and Lebanon, the three other partners of the PLO in the peace 
process. 

But then to say that it is the PLO’s funeral and deny the 
organisation the rightful support it deserves at a critical time 
was nothing but shirking responsibilities. 

However, the ball is squarely in Arafat's court despite what 
has happened (or has not happened) in the implementation of 
the autonomy accord. The PLO chairman still has^enough 
manoeuvring room with his Arab friends, including Svria. to 
enlist help. But then, what he needs to do first is to abandon 
his decades-old policy of playing his cards too close to his chest 
and not only pledge to work closely but also to remain 
committed to me pledge. 

Given Arafat's political track record, this may perhaps be 
too much to expect, but then it is time the PLO chairman 
mended his ways in a spirit of total cooperation and under- 
standing with his partners in the peace process. 


The Week in Print 


PLO-Israeli deal: 


The die is cast: Back to square one 


Reviewed by 
Elia Nasraliah 

FAILURE to implement the 
Palestine : Israel deal. Jorda- 
ni an -Palestinian coordination 
efforts and domestic issues 
dominated the articles in the 
local press in the past week. 

Writing in AI Ra’i daily, 
columnist Mohammad Rima- 
wi said that failure to imple- 
ment the PaJestiniaii-Israeti 
deal was better than imple- 
mentation of a deal which 
does not live up to the aspira- 
tions of the Palestinians. Dif- 
ference in the interpretation 
of the provisions of the deal 
by Israel and the Palestinians 
has led to the deadlock and 
the delay that could extend 
for many months, be said. 

Therefore, said the writer, 
failure to implement the deal 
is better than implementing it 
in a manner that would serve 
the interests of Israel alone. 

According to Salameh 
Ekour. a writer in Sawt AI 
Shaab daily, the lack of im- 
plementation of the deal 
means that the Israelis har- 
bour ill intentions and the 
fate of the Jewish settlements 
is still not clear in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
Oslo agreement. 

The coming Rabin-Arafat 
meeting in Cairo could result 
in further delays or other 
meeetings, and "so on. with- 
out any tangible results be- 
nefiting the Palestinian 
cause, said the writer. 

Sawt AI Shaab daily said 
that the present escalation of 
violence on the part of the 
Jewish settlers was bound to 
abort the PLO-Israel deal. It 
said that it would be most advis- 
able for the PLO leadership 
to try to expose the Israeli 
position to the whole world 
and to insist thar the deal be 
carried out to the letter and 
in the spirir of the provisions 
of the agreement, said the 
paper. 

Tareq Masarweh. a col- 
umnist in AJ Ra’i, said that 
the Arabs had their doubts 
not only about the PLO- 
Israel deal but also about the 
whole peace process held 
under the auspices of (he 
United States. 

The wrirer said thar the 
Gulf war and the peace pro- 
cess were only pan of a U.S.- 
Israeli military and political 
onslaught on the whole Arab 
World to subdue the Arabs 
and end their resistance to 
Israeli occupation. 

He said that after imposing 
its military hegemony on the 
Arabs. Washington initiated 
the negi'irjauons whose re- 
sult: would of course fail to 
achieve Arab rights. 

With the delay in the im- 
plementation of" the PLO- 



Israel agreement, said 
Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour, the 
whole process is back to 
square one. Indeed, Israel's 
postponement of the execu- 
tion of the “Jericho-Gaza 
first" deal brought more de- 
speration to the Arab people 
and caused the whole peace 
process to enter into a dark 
tunnel again, said the writer. 

By disclosing that the 
PLO-Israeli crisis was se- 
rious, Mr. Rabin has given an 
indication that the deal would 
not be implemented soon and 
could be frozen forever, 
added the writer. 

What could happen in 10 
days’ time to make the 
Israelis ■ or the Palestinians 
change their position and or 
cause their aeal to be im- 
plemented? asked Saleh AI 
Qallab, a columnist in AI 
Dustour. 

The writer said that 10 days 
are not sufficient for Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat to 
come up with alternative 
solutions to the crisis which 
stemmed from Israel's failure 
to implement the Oslo agree- 
ment. 

He said that as long as Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Rabin are 
still adhering to their posi- 
tions. there could be no 
chance for the implementa- 
tion of the agreement. 

Sultan A I Hattab, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra'i, blamed the 
failure to implement the Oslo 
deal on the United States' 
indifference and neutrality 
and also on the new spiral of 
violence prevailing in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

Lack of implementation of 


mis agreement, said the wri- 
ter, could cause the whole 
region to retreat into a cycle 
of violence and create explo- 
sive situations for the Arabs 
and the Israelis alike. 

What is needed, said Hat- 
tab, is for Washington to- 
force the Israelis to withdraw 
their forces from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho areas so as 
to give credibility to the lead- 
ership of Mr. Arafat who had 
signed the deal. 

A columnist in Sawt AI 
Shaab daily commented on 
the Jordanian-Palestinian 
coordination efforts by saying 
that despite the pressure ex- 
ercised on Mr. Arafat to deal 
economically and politically 
with Israel, the coordination 
with Jordan should never 
stop or wane. 

The Jordanians and the 
Palestinians have lived 
through a successful experi- 
ment of national unity since 
1943 and this unity should not 
be sacrificed by groups which 
are indifferent to Arab unity, 
said Arafat Hijazi. 

The writer said that the 
coordination with Jordan 
should by no means stop or 
be sacrificed for the sake of 
ensuring normal lies with 
Israel for the simple reason 
thar no one can accept that 
the rights of two million 
Jor danian s of Palestinian ori- 
gin be endangered or their 
unity with the Jordanian peo- 
ple be tampered with. 

Nazih Qusous focused 
attention on the Civil Sendee 
Consumer Corporation mar- 
kets by calling attention to 
the fact that government em- 
ployees more often than not 
rail to find their necessary 


needs in them. 

The columnist, who write 
for Sawt AJ Shaab daily, said 
that the corporation markets, 
which were established to 
serve these employees, ought 
to buy the items which are on 
great demand and sell at 
prices less than that of similar 
items in the local markets. 
He said that the corporation 
ought to help reduce the bur- 
dens on the employees not 
increase them. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt AI Shaab dai- 
ly, discussed unemployment 
in Jordan, demanding that a 
Labour Ministry law . m the- 
employment of foreign work- 
ers be enforced. 

The writer said that despite 
the clear regulations about 
the employment of guest 
workers, one can easily dis- 
cover violations and .exces- 
ses, it is n^rettaWe. that 
these violations of rules are 
exacerbating the unemploy- 
ment situation in the country. 

Mohammad Daoud, a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour. criti- 
cised the concerned author-, 
ities for failing to deal drasti- 
cally with issues pertaining to 
the firms that are failing to 
make progress. 

Faltering companies should 
be dealt with promptly and 
without delay so that what is 
remaining of their capital can 
be saved and their debts paid 
before it is too late, deman- 
ded rhe writer. It is really 
sad, he said, to see the govi 
ernment failing to take a de- 
cision in this vital matter 
although officials realise that 
some of these companies can 
never achieve any progress at 
all. 


Italy 1993: Clean 
hands, dirty linen 
— a fresh start? 

By Jean-Louis de la Vafssiere 

Agence France Presse 


ROME — Italy 1993 will be 
remembered as the year the^ 
country decided to clean its 
dirty washing in public, only to 
find the stench almost too 
much to bear. 

The clean hands corruption 
probe had begun modestly in 
Milan. But as the year wore 
on, it became increasingly 
clear that the class that has 
governed Italy fpr 50 years was 
rotten almost to the very core. 

Then, in the dying months of 
a year that saw the establish- 
ment rocked to its very founda- 
tions. Italy began to snow signs 
that it might, just, be able” to 
start afresh. 

Politicians were the main 
victims. By December, the rul- 
ing Christian Democrats were 
alleged to have received bil- 
lions of lire in illegal!* * pay- 
ments from industrialists and 
other contributors. 

The party’s performance in 
municipal elections this month 
reflected this: It collapsed to its 
worst showing in decades, with 
barely 12 per cent support, as 
the neo-fascists moved in to 
power in Rome and in the 
south. 

Its Socialist coalition part- 
ners were also badly hit. Early 
in the year, in January, Social- 
ist leader Bettino Craxi res- 
igned after 17 years in office.' 
By the end of the year, the 
party had all But disappeared 
as a political force. 

In one of the more stunning 
developments, his old political 
foe and seven-time Italian 
prime minister, Giulio 
Andreotti, 74. also came under 
investigation for alleged collu- 
sion with the Mafia in two mob 
assassinations. 

In all, by the end of the year, 
some 25 per cent of Italy’s 956 
deputies and senators were 
under investigation. But it was 
not only politicians who fell 
uuder the judges' spotlight. 
Not by a long way. 

On the industrial front, the 
biggest scandal over the past 12 
months was undoubtedly that 
involving Enimont, the failed 
joint venture between state 
energy giant ENI and the Fer- 
ruzzi-Montedison group. 

The investigations centred 
on allegations that 150 billion 
lire (nearly $100 million) had 
been donated illicitly to politic- 
al parties as part of a share 
deal. 

But a number of household 
names were also drawn into 
the seemingly endlessly grow- 
ing list of groups and indi- 
viduals under investigation: 
carmaker Fiat was one. 
Olivetti boss Carlo de Benetti 


was another who admitted pas- 
sing bribes. 

Dozens of other business 
leaders also saw the inside of 
the San Viitore prison in Milan, 
during the year, sent there bv‘ 
aptly-named clean hands judge 
Antonio di Pietro, whose work 
has rocked the political estab- 
lishment. 

Inevitably, with new names 
being drawn info the corrup- 
tion scandal almost dailv. Ita- 
ly’s political situation remained 
unstable during the year. 

Following the resignation of 
Socialist Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato, technocrat 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi took 
office in April. 

Along with President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro. observers 
hoped the presence of the for- 
mer Bank of Italy governor 
would stabilise the political 
scene. 

But by the end of the year 
even the apparently untouch- 
able head or state ’was being 
.dragged down into the allega- 
tions, with accusations that he 
had received sums of cash in a 
deal involving the Italian secret 
services. 

One of the few encouraging 
signs for Italy in 1993 was the 
apparent weakening of the 
Mafia’s grip, starting with the 
arrest in January of its alleged 
leader, Salvatore Toto' Rhna, 
after 23 years on the run. 

During the year, a number 
of extremist attacks — notably 
m Rome, Milan and in the 
centre of historic Florence, 
destroying part of the world- 
famous Ufnzi gallerv — kept 
police on their toes." 

But by the end of the vear a 
number of Mafia turncoats 
helped investigators Mage 
nirther high-profile clamn- 
downs on the Sicilian gangs, 
leading many to believe that 
their era was finally waning. 

io£? £■*. looks forw urd lo 

1V94. the signs are good — or 

at least, not as bleak us a vear 
ago. But cynics*, will inevitably 
warn that just because it has 
been through some bad times, 
good times are not necessarily- 
ahead. 

The Mafia may well he on 
the wane. The political earth- 
quake that this month’s muni- 
apal elections represented 
may finally be leading the wav 
to a new political era in nation- 
al elections due in the spring 

But many stfll question. af- 
ter a war of unprecedented 
revelations about - how the 
mechanics of pow-er in 1 tali' 
work, just how long it will take 

itself countri - 10 ckransc." 
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By Robert Fisk 

Osama Bin Laden sat in his 
gold-fringed robe, guarded by 
the loyal Arab mujahedeen 
who fought alongside him in 
Afghanistan. Bearded, tac- 
iturn figures — unarmed, but 
never more than a few yards 
from the man who recruited 
them, trained them and then 
dispatched them to destroy the 
Soviet army — they watched 
unsmiling as the Sudanese 
vil lagers of Almatig lined up to 
thank the Saudi businessman 
who is about to complete the 
highway linking their homes to 
Khartoum for the first time in 
history. 

With his high cheekbones, 
narrow eyes and long brown 
robe, Mr. Bin Laden looks 
every inch the mountain war- 
rior of mujahedeen legend. 
Ch ado red children danced in 
front of him, preachers ack- 
nowledged his wisdom. “We 
have been waiting for this road 
through all the revolutions in 
Sudan,*' a sheikh said. "We 
waited until we had given up 
on everybody — and then Osa- 
ma Bin Laden came along.’* 

Outside Sudan, Mr. Bin 
Laden is not regarded with 
quite such high esteem. The 


Anti-Soviet warrior puts his army on the road to peace 


Egyptian press claims he 
brought hundreds of former 
Arab fighters back to Sudan 
from Afghanistan, while the 
Western embassy circuit in 
Khartoum has suggested that 
some of the “Afghans’’ whom 
this Saudi entrepreneur flew to 
Sudan are now busy training 
for further jihad wars in Alger- 
ia, Tunisia and Egypt. Mr. Bin 
Laden is well aware of this. 
“The rubbish of the media and 
the embassies.” he calls it. "I 
■ am a construction engineer and 
an agricutairalig. . If I had train- 
ing camps fee re in Sudan, I 
couldn't possibly do this job.” 
And "this job" is certainly 
an ambitious one: a brand-new 
highway stretching all the way 
from Khartoum to Port Sudan, 
a distance of 1,200 kilometres 
(745 miles) on the old road, 
now shortened to 800 
kilometres by the new Bin 
Laden route that will turn the 
coastal run from the capital 
into a mere day’s journey. Into 
a country that is despised by 
Saudi Arabia for its support of 
Saddam Hussein in the Gulf 
war almost as much as it con- 
demned by the United States, 
Mr. Bin Laden has brought the 
very construction equipment 
that be used out)’ five years ago to 


Lonely scientists 
lie in wait for 
nippy neutrinos 
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By Roger Crabb 

Reuter 

KAMI OKA, Japan — Deep 
beneath the densely wooded 
mountainside where local 
sportsmen hunt pheasants, a 
smair group of scientists chase 
after even more elusive prey — 
a ’tiny visitor from outer space 
called the neutrino. 

Study of these subatomic 
particles, spat out from the 
nuclear cauldron at the heart 
of the sun and other stars, 
could help researchers unravel 
fundamental secrets of the uni- 
verse. 

Slightly less esoterically, it 
coulJ reveal any waning of the 
sun’s strength, a phenomenon 
which over aeons could spell 
the end of life on Earth. . 

Some physicists estimate the 
sun bombards the average per- 
son with 100 trillion neutrinos 
per second. The problem is 
tracking them down. 

They move at the speed of 
light, yet their passage is habi- 
tually masked by the presence 
of cosmic rays and other highly 
reactive particles. 

At the bottom of a zinc mine 
in central Japan lies Professor 
Yoji Totsuka’s answer to the 
riddle — a tank lined with 

f hotosensore and filled with 
,000 tonnes of water. 
"Neutrinos easily penetrate 
the Earth, even at night they 
come through from the other 
side, with very little inter-reac- 
tion," Prof. Totsuka said dur- 
ing a recent tour of the 
Kamiokande facility 1,000 
metres underground. 

“We need a lot of material 
between us and the sky," be 
■ said. "For us, the cosmic rays 
are just a nuisance.” 

From their dark, damp 
observatory in the bowels of 
the earth, a team of experts 
keep a 24-hour “watch” on the 
sun. 

"The U.S. and Russia are 
also doing neutrinos research 
but we’re the biggest," said 
Prof. Totsuka, of Tokyo Uni- 
versity’s Cosmic Rays Re- 
search Institute. 

“Still we catch only one 
particle every three days or 
so,” he added. 

“The neutrino reacts with 
the very, very pure water in the 
tank. When it hits the water, 
there’s a very weak blue light 
which the very highly sensitive 
photosensors pick up... of 
course, radon gas can give a 
fake neutrino effect.” 

It is all very frustrating. 
Prof. Totsuka now impatiently 
awaits completion of a new 
"super Karaiokande". a much 
larger detector which he esti- 
mates should snare about 30 
“Neutrinos a day. 

That 8.7 billion yen (S8I 
million) government project, 
incorporating a tank with 
11,200 photosensors and 
50.000 tonnes of water, is 
under construction in a nearby 
cavern; 

The tank will stand about 42 
metres high with a diameter of 
39 mefres. The .contractors, 


mine owners Mitsui Mining 
and Smelting, say that when it 
goes into operation in 1996 it 
will be the world's biggest 
underground scientific facility. 

Already, Prof. Totsuka’s 
team have had one signal 
triumph. In 1987, working with 
U.S. scientists, they detected 
11 neutrinos from the explo- 
sion of a supernova in the large 
Magellanic cloud, 160,000 light 
years from Earth. 

It was the first time neutri- 
nos bad been detected on 
Earth from outside the Milky 
Way. 

"We can establish direc- 
tionality, so we can determine 
if neutrinos come from the sun 
or elsewhere," Prof. Totsuka 
said. “For the supernova, for 
example, we detected a sud- 
den. distinctive 10-second 
burst of energy." 

What relevance has the pro- 
ject to people on Earth? 

Prof. Totsuka, a pure scien- 
tist, holds out no promise of 
'early spinoffs for the urban 

* consumer. But he believes his 

* work helps man better under- 
stand the universe, not least 
the continuing viability of the 
star on which life on Earth 
depends. 

"It will give us detailed 
knowledge of the sun,” be 
says. " neutrinos are produced 
by nuclear reaction. By gaug- 
ing the amount of energy and 
working backwards, we can 
establish whether or not the 
sun is gradually losing its 
strength." 

Tracing neutrinos from a su- 
pernova the size of the one 
detected in 1987 would go 
along way toward helping sci- 
entists understand what hap- 
pens, when a star breaks up, he 
goes on. 

The Kamiokande team also 
hopes to answer a key question 
in elementary physics — do 
protons decay and, if so, 
when? 

Until the late 1970s, scien- 
tists believed that protons — 
fundamental particles present 
in the nuclei of all atoms — 
never decayed. But propo- 
nents of a grand unifying 
theory of the universe now 
argue that protons over aeons 
must degenerate into smaller 
elementary particles. 

Kamiokande has already 
shown that protons do not de- 
cay within a period of 10 to the , 
power of 32 years. Now. says 
Prof. Totsuka, the advanced 
detector will fry to determine 
whether protons decay within a 
period of 10 to the power of 34 
years. 

Should a proton in a water 
molecule decay, it would emit 
flashes of light which would go 
in two opposite directions 
through the tank water and be 
picked up by photo multi- 
pliers. 

In hopes of witnessing just 
such esoteric, yet fundamental, 
phenomena, one of Prof. Tot- 
suka's staff takes the rickety 
tramway into the mine each day 
to keep vigil in the twilight 
beside ihe gigantic water tank. 

It’s a lonely job but. The 
Kamiokande team believes, 
someone has to do it. 


Save water ... 
every drop counts 


build the guerrilla trails of 
Afghanistan. 

He is a shy man. Maintain- 
ing a home in Khartoum and 
only a small apartment in his 
home city of Jeddah, he is 
married — with four wives — 
but wary of the press. His 
interview with the Indepen- 
dent was the first he has ever 
given to a Western journalist, 
and be initially refused to talk 
about Afghanistan, sitting 
silently on a chair at the back 
of a makeshift tent, brushing 
his teeth in the Arab fashion 
with a stick of miswak wood. 
But talk be eventually did ab- 
out a war which he helped to 
win for the Afghan mujahe- 
deen: "What I lived in two 1 
years there. I could not have 
Lived in a hundred years else- 
where," be said. 

When the history of the 
Afghan resistance movement is 
written, Mr. Bin Laden's own 
contribution to the mujahe- 
deen — and the indirect result 
of his framing and assistance — 
may turn out to be a turning- 
point in the recent history of 
militant fundamentalism; even 
if, today, he tries to minimise 


his role. "When the invasion of 
Afghanistan started. I was en- 
raged and went there at' once 

— I arrived within days, before 
the end of 1979," he said. 
“Yes, I fought there, but my 
fellow Muslims did much more 
than I. Many of them died and 
I am still alive." ' 

Within months, however, 
Mr. Bin Laden was sending 
Arab fighters — Egyptians, 
Algerians, Lebanese, 
Kuwaitis, Turks and Tunisians 

— into Afghanistan; “not hun- 

dreds but thousands, 1 ’ he said. 
He supported them ' with 
weapons and his own construc- 
tion equipment. Along with his 
Iraqi engineer.- Mohammad* 
Saad — who is now building 
the Port Sudan road — Mr. 
Bin Laden blasted massive- tun- 
nels into the Zari mountifihsof 
Bakhtiar province for guerrilla 
hospitals ' and arms dumps, then 
cut a mujahedeen trail across 
the country to within 15 miles 
of Kabul. ^ 

"No. I was never afraM.of 
death. As Muslims, we ti&ve 
that when we die, we g&So 
heaven. Before a battle, ;6od 
sends us seqina. traoqnflfity?. 


‘Once I was only 30 mtetrea 
from the Russians and they 
were trying to capture me. I 
was under bombardment but I 
was so peaceful in my heart 
that I fell asleep. This experi- 
ence has been written about in 
our earliest books. I saw a 
120mm mortar shell land in 
from of me, but it did not blow 
up. Four more bombs were 
dropped from a Russian plane 
on our headquarters but they 
did not explode. We beat the 
Soviet Union. The Russians 
fled/* 

Bit what of the Arab mu- 
jahedeen whom he took to 
Afghanistan — members of a 
guerrilla army who were also 
enedvraged and antied) by the 
Unttfcd Slates — and who were 
forgotten When that war was 
over? “Personally neither I nor 
my brothers saw evidence of 
American help. When mv mu- 
jahedeen were victorious and 
the Russians were driven out, 
differences started (between 
the- guerrilla movements) so I 
returned to road construction 
uT’Taif and Abha. I brought 
back the equipment I had used 
to build tunnels and foads for 
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the mujahedeen in Afghanis- 
tan. Yes. I helped some of my 
comrades to come here to 
Sudan after the war.” 

How many? Osama Bin 
Laden shakes his head. “I 
don’t want to say. But they are 
here now with me. they are 
working right here, building 
this road to'Port Sudan.” I told 
him that Bosnian Muslim fight- 
ers in the Bosnian town of 
Travnifc had mentioned his 
name tfr me. "I feel the same 
about Bosnia,” he said. “But 
the situation there does not 
provide the same opportunities 
as- Afghanistan. A small num- 


How did he feel about 
Algeria, 1 asked? But a man in 
a green suit calling himself 
Mohammad Moussa — he 
claimed to be Nigerian 
although he was a Sudanese 


security officer — tapped me 
on the arm. “You have asked 
more than enough questions,” 
he said. At which Mr. Bin 
Laden went off to inspect his 
new road — The Independent. 


as- Afghanistan . A small num- 
ber of mujahedeen have gone 
to fight in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
but the Croats won't allow the 



miijahedeen in through 
Croatia as the Pakistanis did 
with Afghanistan.” _ 

Tlibs did Mr. Bin Laden 
reflect upon jihad while his 
former fellow combatants 
lopked on. Was it not a little 
bit' anti-climactic for them, I 
asked, to fight the Russians 
and end up road-building in 
Sut&qf? “They like this work 
and sCMfp I. This is a great plan 
which Ve are achieving for the 
people here, it helps the Mus- 
lims ainfc improves their lives.” 
His B{n Laden company — 
not to be confused with the 
larger construction business 
run by his cousins — is paid in 
Sudanese currency which is 
then used to purchase sesame 
and other products for export; 
profits are clearly not Mr. Bin 
Laden's top priority. 




Osama Bin Laden 
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World investors 
eye China, Mexico 


WASHINGTON (R) - 
Forget about Russia and east- 
ern Europe — the big bucks 
are going to China and 
Mexico. 

With foreign aid shrinking 
and commercial banks thinking 
twice before lending to poor 
nations, the name of the game 
now is private investment, 
both in the form of capital 
flows and factory building 
abroad, the World Bank says. 
. “Net flows of external "fi- 
nance to all developing coun- 
tries jumped to a record $157 
billion in 1992 and are pro- 
jected to rise another 13 .per 
cent to $177 billion in 1993,” 
the bank reported Thursday 
in* its annual World Debt 
Tables. 

But despite the fluny of 
news reports about McDo- 
nald's setting up shop in Mos- 
cow or U.S. computer giant 
IBM investing heavily in east- 
ern Europe, that is not where 
the big money is. 

. - China, Mexico, Argentina, 
Malaysia arid Thailand 
accounted for almost 60 per 
cent of all foreign direct invest- 
ment (FDI) — the largest sing- 
le source of external financing 
for developing countries in 
1992. 

“Aside from a more open 
investment regime and greater 
integration with neighbouring 
economies, the driving force 
for (China's) huge capital in- 
flows has been the country's 
remarkable economic growth 
in the recent past,” the bank 
said. 

In Latin America, privatisa- 
tion, economic reforms, debt 
rescheduling deals and free 
market policies have become a 
strong magnet for outside 
capital which is contributing to 
its technological development 
and economic growth. 

- But the former Soviet repub- 
lics are a completely different 
story — capital flows are trick- 
ting in very slowly. 

2 -“Excluding the effect of... 


debt relief, net flows are pn 
jected to increase only modes 
Ijr in 1993,” the bank said. 


The bank’s figures speak for 
themselves — 70 per cent of 
U,S. private investment during 


1990-92 went to Latin America 
and the Caribbean, 18 per cent 
to East Asia, and only seven 
per cent to Europe and Central 
Asia. 

Trade arrangements such as 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement between the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico are playing a major 
role — “the regional pattern of 
FDI flows is increasingly 
affected by preferential trade 
schemes and regional econo- 
mic integration,'' the report 
said. 

Elsewhere, the Middle East 
and North Africa are already 
cashing in the dividends of the 
Israeb-Palestinian peac deal 
and more receptive economic 
policies, with FDI nearly 
doubling in 1992 and expected 
to reach $2 billion this year. 

There is some more good 
news for middle-income na- 
tions — defying co mm on wis- 
dom, most of the money is 
quickly moving away from the 
financial sector and into the 
production sector and, once, 
there, from manufacturing to 
the service area. 

What is more, the bank says, 
it is not true that funds are 
being wooed into developing 
nations by privatisation drives 
that will halt once all public 
firms are sold out. 

Overall, less than 10 per cent 
of the money pouring into the 
developing world goes to 
purchase privatised firms. In 
Latin America, where most 
nations are embarked on ambi- 
tious denationalisation drives, 
the figure -is 16.4 per cent. 

But that’s where the good 
news stops. 

The investment boom is be- 
nefiting only a few medium- 
sized economies — in the poor 
nations of Africa, such invest- 
'ment is talcing fli g ht and the 
debt burden keeps growing. 

“Sub-Saharan Africa... is 
experiencing a decline in FDI 
flows from an already low 
level," the report said. 

For the poorest nations as a 
whole, debt almost tripled be- 
tween 1980 and 1992 to $204 
billion despite substantia] debt 
forgiveness by. bilateral credi- 
tors, the bank said. . . I.. 


Yamani 
centre 
sees low 
oil price 
inevitable 


LONDON (R) — Low world 
oil prices are inevitable, says a 
London-based energy “think 
tank” led by former Saudi Ara- 
bian oil minister Ahmad Zaki 
Yamani. • 

The Centre for Global Ener- 
gy Studies (CGES) saw the 
sustainable crude oil price 


per barrel rather than the $15- 
$20 seen before this year’s long 
slide. 

The 1993 decline is blamed 
by most analysts drop on flat 
demand in a recession-hit glob- 
al economy and rising volume 
from producers like Britain 
and Norway which do not be- 
long to OPEC 

The CGES argued in 'its 
monthly oil report that OPEC, 
founded 33 years ago in Bagh- 
dad, is in a historic dilemma. 

Only drastic new OPEC out- 
put cuts would send prices 
higher. 

But the price gain wouldn't 
last long and OPEC would end 
up. simply yielding market’ 
share to the non-OPEC pro- 
ducers for no appreciable gain. 

They, as prices rose, would 
simply invest more money in 
developing even more new oil 
fields. 

“OPEC has tittle choice. 
Hard as it will be for the 
producing countries, low efl 
prices are inevitable,” 

The CGES said that it was 
therefore perhaps time for 
Q PEC “to make a .virtue out of 
necessity by making known its 
interest in preserving its mar-, 
ket share. - 

It would implicitly do this by 
resisting pressure to meet in 
emergency session in January 
to make new output cuts. 

“Such a meeting was already 
unlikely — which, the CGES 
said, “is just as well, for it is 
difficult to see what it could 
achieve of lasting benefit.” V 


Algeria unable to pay debt 
as oil prices fall — premier 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — With, 
oil prices falling, Algeria, will 
no longer be in a position to 
pay off its foreign debt and has 
decided to ask .for debt relief. 
Prime Minister^ Redha Malek 
said Thursday. 

Mr. Malek, speaking in a 
television interview, said that if. 
oil prices continued to fall 
Algeria’s hard currency earn- 
ings next year would be insuffi- 
cient to cover debt service. 

“With an eye to the balance 
of payments for 1994 and faced 
with the insufficiency of fore- 
ign credits — including those 
of the IMF and the World 
Bank — we have found it 
necessary to ask for an easing 

Turkish . 
current 
account 
deficit may 
hit $6 billion 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
current account deficit, hit by a 
soaring foreign trade deficit 
and lower-than-expected tour- 
ism revenues, may exceed $6 
billion this year, a senior gov- 
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The current account deficit 
jumped to $4.3 billion in the 
first eight months from $937 
million in the same 1992 
period. It stood at $945 billion 
for the whole of 1992, revers- 
ing a $258 milli on surplus the 
previous year. 

Exports rose only 1.5 per 
cent m the first nine months 
while imports grew by 30 per 
cent, pushing the foreign trade 
deficit to $10.4 billion, up 82 
per cent on the same 1992 
period. 

Officials say tourism re- 
venue losses due to attacks and 
threats by the separatist Kur- 
distan Workers Party guerrillas 
have contributed to the current 
account deficit. 

Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
has put tourism losses at $1 
billion. .. 


of the debt burden,” he said. 
“This will be the subject of 
negotiations that will begin in 
January.” 

“This is a problem that must 
be tackled head-on and this is 
what we have done because 
Algeria is no longer able to pay 
its debt service,” Mr. Malek 
added. 

Algeria’s foreign debt is esti- 
mated at $25.7 billion and debt 
service eats up most of its hard 
currency earnings. 

Mr. Malek’s remarks were 
the most frank assesment given 
by a government official of 
Algeria's parlous economic 
health. 

The prime minister said with 
oil prices ■ hovering between 
$14 and SLSper barrel. Algeria 
will end 1993 with hard curren- 
cy earnings below $10 billi.on 
while debt service is about $9.3 
billion. . 

“The weight of the debt ser- 
vice has become too constrict- 
ing and if the fall in oQ prices 
continues in 1994 our earnings 
will be capped at $8 billion or 
$8.5 billion while debt service 


will remain at the same level,” 
he said. 

“To put it another way, our 
income will be below the cost ■ 
of the debt service,” he added. 

The prime minister's office 
this week said Algeria decided 
to seek an agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and to seek. a “multi.- 
lateral reprofiling” of its debt. 

Asked what was the differ- 
ence between this and resche- 
duling, a word long Ubooiin 
Algeria, Mr. Malek said: 
“These are technical ques- 
tions. What is essential is to 
ease the weight of the debt. 
We have come ■ to a. situation 
that hardly gives us a choiee.” 
.“Restructuring, reschedul- 
ing or- reprofiling the debt are 
options that aim to cut in .half 
the weight of the debt service 
in multilateral talks with credi- 
tor countries," be said- 
Mr. Malek said that Algepa 
had informed the Group .of 
Seven nations as well as some 
European countries -that it 
could no longer bear the bur- 
den of its debt. 


Kenya close to scrapping 
all currency controls 


Low world oil prices put Nigeria in economic fix 


LAGOS (R) — Low global oil 
prices are compounding Niger- 
ia's economic woes as its milit- 
ary rulers face high foreign 
debt service obligations and 
calls to revive an import-de- 
pendent economy, analysts 
have said. 

I [ "Nigeria faces a huge finan- 
cial gap, and it's hard to see 
’where the government will get 
the extra revenue it’s going to 
heed,” a manager at a Lagos- 
based bank said. 

* If world oil prices stay 
around the current $14 pe’r 
barrel level Nigeria's foreign 
exchange earnings in 1994 will 
be far short of what it needs to 
repay debts and fond domestic 
growth. 

Bankers say Nigeria's 
accumulated foreign debt re- 
payment arrears are likely to 


be between $5 and $6 billion at 
the start of 1994 up from $3.4 
billion at end-1992. 

The arrears cover most of its 
likely hard currency revenue. 

The calendar 1S>93 budget 
anticipated official foreign ex- 
change earnings of $7.9 billion, 
including about $6.3 billion 
from oil sales based on a selling 
price of $17.5 per barrel. 

Actual earnings during the 
first half of 1993 were 11.8 per 
cent less than envisaged, 
according to the central bank. 

The Nigerian Association of 
Chambers of Commerce 
(NACCIMA) in its pre-1994 
budget memorandum advised 
the government to base next 
year’s budget on a $15 per 
barrel world oil price. 

Oil production provides 25 
per cent of Nigeria’s gross 


domestic product (GDP), 
more than 90 per cent of fore- 
ign exchange receipts, and 70 
per cent of budgetary revenue. 

Local manufacturers are 
pressing the government to 
boost its funding of the official 
foreign . exchange market to 
strengthen the value of the 
naira currency and give them 
greater access to imports of 
goods needed for production. 

Last week total demand for 
hard currency at the official 
weekly market was $2.1 billion 
but only $60 million was sold. 

Under prevailing conditions 
the government clearly cannot 
satisfy the financial demands of 
creditors and local industry. 

Officials say Nigeria needs 
to have the bulk of.Tts roughly 
$30 billion debt forgiven under 


existing debt reduction 
schemes. . 

But Nigeria's mainly West- 
ern creditors have made it 
clear they are not wining to 
lessen the country’s debt bur- 
den until it reaches an accord 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fund and World Bank dn a 
new structural adjustment 
programme. 

Creditor nations are unlikely 
to eyen reschedule Nigeria’s 
debt until its rulers show com- 
mitment to- implementing re- 
forms, including greater finan- 
cial transparency and reduced 
budget deficit spending, said a 
' Western banker. 

P 

The West has not generally 
been financially supportive of 
Nigeria despite its low per 
capita income 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya, 
seeking to clean up its image 
for Western donors, has taken 
a giant step towards abolishing 
all foreign currency controls. 

Finance Minister Musatia 
Mudavadi announced a pack- 
age of radical reforms liberalis- 
ing foreign currency move- 
ments and removing' some 
limits on borrowing. 

Npn-resident shareholders 
will now bq able to receive 
interim dividends without de- 
lay and foreign companies can 
borrow without -restriction On 
the local market 

To encourage investment 
the government .will let resi- 
dents borrow abroad up to the 
equivalent of $1 million as long 
as the loan does not involve 
government guarantees. 

Other changes raise the 
limits on the amount of foreign 
or Kenyan currency travellers 
can freely take ajtf_of Kenya. 

Economic analysts hailed 
the. changes as a breakthrough 
in trying to reform an economy 
burdened, by corruption ana 
bureaucracy. 

' “These are excellent mea- 
sures which will boost investor 
confidence," said one jubilant 
private banker. 

_ “These are very, very, posi- 
tive moves and leave, exporters 
in a very strong position. It is 
only a matter of time until the 
complete scrapping of foreign 
currency controls," said 
another banker. 

Under the previous system 
the central bank had to autho- 
rise some of the foreign ex- 
change transactions. Corrupt 
officials demanded backhan- 
ders, hitting foreign confidence 
in the economy. 

Now anyone leaving or 
arriving Kenya will not be re- 
quired to dedare foreign cur- 
rency notes worth less than 


The maximum amount of 
Kenyan currency a traveller 
can take out has been raised 
from 200 shillings ($3) to 
10.000 shillings ($140). 

The measures are seen as 
key in attempts to stimulate 
regional trade and rebuild the 
East African community link- 
ing Uganda, Tanzania and 
Kenya. 

At a meeting in Tanzania on 
Nov. 30 the presidents of the 
three countries agreed in prin- 
ciple to recreate the commun- 
ity, which shared railway, tele- 
phone and port authorities un- 
til it collapsed in 1977. 

Despite the reforms, expor- 
ters will still have to remit ralf 
of their hard currency earnings 
from exports to the central 
■bank, which then credits them 
with the shilling equivalent. 

If they want access to -the 
money again to pay for imports 
related to their business, they 
have to apply to the central 
bank for a licence. 

Residents are also still not 
permitted to hold foreign cur- 
rency accounts in Kenya. 

On Sunday President Daniel 
Arap Moi said his government 
would try to replace foreign aid 
with private investment. . 

“In die next phase .of our 
development we shall rely .a 
great deal more on private 
investment, both domestic and 
foreign,” President Moi said in 
an address marking 30 years of 
independence. 

President Moi,] 67, has met 
many of the economic .condi- 
tions set by Western donor 
nations for restoring balance of 
payments, support. 

Economic analysts say Mr. 
Mudavadi, a reformist 
appointed shortly after Presi- 
dent Moi won multi-party elec- 
tions last December, has also 
made tremendous progress (□ 
wi nning back creditor support. 


Record U.S. portfolio 
outflows and the dollar 

This article is submitted by Hoar Nabufal, private efient group, 
Merrill Lynch-Dubai 

PORTFOLIO capital flowed out of the ITS. at a remarkable rate 
in the third quarter. Data released by the Comment Dqpajttaem 
Tni»srinv show a record $45.3 billion increase in U.S. r&idenis 
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With long-term interest rates in the U.S. at ycry.low levels, 
higher-yielding foreign bonds appear to have more potential for 
appreciation. And the U.S. stock market is viewed by manias 
having limited upside potential compared to a number of foreign 

markets. , „ , 

Capital outflows tend to put downward pressure on the dollar s 
e x c h an g e rate, as do as outflows resulting from the current 
account deficit. Large portfolio capital outflows into western 
Europe are likely to have played a role in the dollar's third 


quarter weakness against toe European currencies despite a 
favourable shift m interest rate differentials. 

Western Europe was the largest recipient of U.S. portfolio 
outflows in the third quarter, rat U.S. purchases of European 
securities almost doubled to $22^J billion. , 

The torrid third-quarter pace of portfolio outflows is not likely 
to be maintained in the medhnfr'term. As portfolio flows return to 
a more sustainable pace, the dbBar should strengthen against the 
European currencies sustainable paoe, the dollar should streng- 
then against the European currencies in response to continuing 
declines in short-term European interest rates. 

We expect the dollar to rise against the Deutschemark to l.SS 
DM/S by the end of 1994. But this exchange rate is well below past 
dollar peaks. As internationalisation of U.S. portfolios leads to 
larger capital outflows than in the past, the dollar's strength 
should be limited vis-a-vis the currendes of Europe. 


Vietnam allows foreigners 
to invest 30% in banks 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam has allowed local joint stock finance 
companies and oommerical banks to raise up to 30 per cent of 
their capital from foreign shareholders, state (central) bant: 
officials have said. 

They said state bank governor Cao Si Kietn has issued a 
decree authorising foreign individuals and organisations to buy 
shares. 

A single foreign shareholder may countribute up to 10 per 
cent of a film’s total capital, and the total held by foreign 


shareholders may. not exceed 30 per cent, according to details 
of the decree in the state-owned Vietnam News newspaper. 
It specified that overseas Vietnamese individuals and firms 


were eligible to buy, transfer and inherit shares. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 18, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day and evening for matters 
that pertauUQjhc home, family, 
property and possessions espe- 
cially any unresolved question 
that need to be talked over with 
various members of your dan. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is a very good day to consid- 
er all phases of your most expan- 
sive and to go after them with 
confidence but don't neglect a 
pressing work promise. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Home conditions can be worked 
out in a most satisfactory manner 
this day so stay there and delve 
into them, don't spend too much 
on pleasures. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
good day to get out in the world 
for shopping and whatever else 
requires your attention, which 
can be done with pleasure, just 
don’t upset your own dan. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have a good chance 
now to arrange whatever money 
or other practical matters regain: 
your attention so stick to them, 
don't go out on the town. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Intimate happiness can be yours 
by being with the one you love 
the most so long as you do not 
allow the subject of odd money 
matter to intrue itself. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A good day to be with 
congenial companions with veiy 
mudi the same objectives and 


* sense of humour as your own but 
defer to their opinions and views. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo^ 
ber 22) Everything of a worldly 
or public nature should go along 
smoothly now so don't fat your- 
self get involved in a private 
anxiety that can take from it. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to- 
;November 21) Many new voca- 
tional activities are good if they 
come to your attention as this 
time so be on die alert for them 
and forget personal pleasures. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have many 
new ideas that can be good for 
you so pursue them with courage 
.and confide rite and don't let a 
public pressure throw you off. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can take upon 
yourself some undertaking now 
that may seem too big for you 
but it can work out well and 
don’t let a critical friend .tfimade 
you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can make 
much headway in relations with 
any outside associates or part- 
ners you contact today just so 
you don't forget an important 
debt. 

WSCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have a very good aware- 
ness now just what yon can do to 
enhance and improve whatever 
your activities happen to be so 
pay no heed to a sarcastic 
associate. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Horanc* C. Adtar 


ACROSS 
1 Betsy or Barney 
5 Divest 
10 Store event 
14 Amo. amas. — 
1G Retrain syllables 

16 Student’s 
translation 

17 Pakistan 
garment 

18 Buenos — 

19 Privy to 

20 Rehearse 

22 Washington city 

24 "Citizen — " 

25 Wallop 

28 Cruci al turning 
point 

29 Dissenters 

33 Of a time period 

34 variable star 

35 Exclusively 
38 Dramatic 


37 Alloy of nickel, 
etc. 

36 Of sane poetry 


40 At any time 

41 Make 
underhanded 
remarks 

42 Led a maettna 

44 Fold 

45 work ham 

46 NO Its. andg 
or — 

47 Shoot 
50 Differ 

54 Adolescent 

55 Representative 

57 African river 

58 Sea eagle 

59 Trace of cctor 

60 Dickens gin 

61 Baseball team 

62 Enroll 

63 Overwhelm with 
laughter 

DOWN 

1 Grata 

2 Sharif 

3 Poet Teasdale 

4 Bone breakers? 

5 Discolors 

6 instant 


■■■■ 


L .!■■■ 

aaaaH auuaa; 

ammm aauB 3S5 
aan immmm aSS 
*■■■ Mmmm SBSi 




7 Steak order 

8 — du Diabla 

9 BucoBc 

10 Stand firm 

11 Italian river 

12 Weaving 
machine 

13 Lab vessel 
21 Scut 

23 Expert 

25 Break off 

26 Sports hero 

27 OK 

28 Perfume 

attentive 

29 Sharpened 

30 Nehru-* land 

31 Desk Items 
32Umtpaofs»v«r 
34 Original 

37 Ponder 
41 Sp. girl: 
ebbr. 

43 Chit 

44 Littie Bighorn 
tighter 


Pazzfa Sohred: 


SPSS nnnn 

nnnn cinnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnann nnnrn 

BQragnnnmnnmnnoii 
„ nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnndn 

nnnn nnnnnn Vimn 

n™* nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnran nnnnn 
nnnnn n~nn 

rrinnn nnnn 
QRnn nnnnn nnnn 
^nrnr-i nnnnn nnnn 


47 Wineglass 
.••report 
<8 Father Fr. 
40 Lease 


48 Drunken spree M.fiiKr mtehap 


51 LNehrdane 

52 Ms Raima 

53 Squirming 
56 Trap tor 

game 
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Saudi cash problems seen unlikely to create unrest 


DUBAI (R) — Low oil prices . 
are aggravating Saudi Arabia’s 
immediate casta-flow problem 
but bankers and diplomats 
doubt tbe economic damage 
will lead to civil unrest. 

On Monday the Washington 
Post said that as oil prices fall 
to five-year lows, some 
analysts expect ordinary Saudis 
to grow restive if they start to 
lose their old benefits and sub- 
sidies. 

But the bankers and diplo- 
mats largely dismissed this pre- 
diction. 

’Hus is not an earthquake 
or a collapse of the market. It 
is a tighter situation, which the 
Saudis have to deal with," said 
a Western economic attache 
based in Riyadh. . 

“That is exaggerated. ..I 
would take the view that this is 
not a crisis, it is a difficult 
situation," added tbe di- 
plomat. 

Another Western diplomat 
based in Saudi Arabia said: “I 
do not see that (unrest) at all.” 

“Saudi Arabia might have to 
tighten its belt now but in the 
long term they have what the 


world needs, oil ’ and a lot of it 
too,” a senior Arab banker in 
the region said. 

Saudi officials say the ingre- 
dients for unrest do not exist in 
the kingdom, the world’s 
largest oil exporter and pro- 
ducer. 

When the Organisation of 
• Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) agreed on a pro- 
duction accord in September, 
the six-oil rich Gulf Arab states 
were hoping for higher re- 
venues to finance persistent 
budget deficits. 

But world prices are now 
below those budgeted in all six 
states and experts say their 
collective 1993 budget deficits 
could exceed the projected 
$13.88 billion. 

The kingdom, which now 
pumps eight million barrels of 
oil per day (b/d), has been 
running budget deficits since 
the mid-1980s. Revenue from 
oil has dropped in tbe past few! 
weeks as prices have rallen to 
$13 a barrel. $4 below the price 
used to calculate 1993 earn- 
ings. 

Saudi Arabia’s oil revenue 


has shrunk to just around $3 
billion a month from $3.5 bil- 
lion earlier this year and bank- 
ers and diplomats in the region 
are looking to see if Riyadh 
will cut spending and subsidies 
in the 1994 budget, which is 
due in early January. 

Officials argue that the stan- 
dard of living in Saudi Arabia 
is as high as in western Europe, 
high enough to spare Saudis 
much of the discomfort a harsh 
recfis.sion might create 
elsewhere;. 

“Washington has the general 
view that the Saudi economy is 
sound. Every economy has its 
momentary ups and downs,” 
added one Western diplomats. 

During the two years of the 
Gulf crisis, Riyadh spent $327 
billion while earnings were put 
,at $84.4 billion. The 1993 
budget put the deficit at $7.4 
billion and expenditure at 
$52.5 billion. A third of spend- 
ing goes on defence and 
security. 

Tbe Washington Post said 
analysts worry lower revenue 
might lead Riyadh to cancel 
some of its orders for military 


hardware. ■ 

But Saudi officials and milit- 
ary experts say Riyadh is able 
to honour its 'aims deals. 

“Saudi Arabia has always 
abided strictly to all its finan- 
cial commitments.” said one. 

It has never been late on 
covering the local bond market ■ 
and on loan servicing or missed 
one payment on its American 
mili tary purchases, they said. 

Riyadh, which up till now 


has paid for American arms, 
has deals with Washington in 
the pipeline worth $35 billion, 
mainly for. Abram M1A2 
tanks. Patriot launchers and 
missiles and 72 F-15 jet fight- 
ers, bringing the total ordered 
so jar to ISO. 

Experts say Saudi Arabia 
can make these payments, 

S robably at a rate of Between 
4 to $5 billion a vear. 


Riyadh also has a contract 
with Britain for 48 Tornados, 
krhis could be worth $10 billion 
Mkd requires $5 billion a year- 

In recent months, several 
■buerican and Britain news- 
papers have cast doubts on the 
health of the Saudi economy. 

But Finance Minister 
Mohammad Aba! Khail has 
stressed that there is no cause 
for concern. - 


IBM Europe to shed 10,000 jobs 


PARIS (R) — International 
Business Machines Corp needs 
to shed at least another 10.000 

jobs in its Europe/Middle East/ 
Africa unit, Hans-OIaf* Hank- 
el, incoming chairman of IBM 
Europe, said Friday. 

“Overall I think we have to » 
take it down another 10,000. 1 
would say that’s a minimum 
number we are aiming to 
achieve.” he said. 

He had been asked about 
employment in IBM Europe 


over the next two years. 

The IBM subsidiary has 
already cut jobs from 110,000 
at the beginning of 1991 to 
77.000 at the end of this year. 

Mr. Henkel said IBM would 
probably have to lay off work- 
ers as part of its job cuts. 
“Depending on the environ- 
ment (in different countries) 
we will have to make use also 
of involuntary separation ,** he 
said. 

He said IBM Germany 


would bear the brunt of job 
losses as it was IBM’s largest 


subsidiary in Europe, IBM 
Germany would employ about 
16,000 people bv tne end of 


1995, down from 21,000 cur- 
rently employed. 

He declined to be more pre- 
cise on job cuts planned for 
IBM Europe's other sub- 
sidiaries. 

He said he wanted to get tbe 
restructuring over with as 
quickly as possible. 





THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


WCJUNG, AJR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR K> 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO, RESERVATIONS. 


Only 


Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


The Jlcst Oriental Feed in Town 

'J 

THE 

in) La-if 


Celebrate at 
The Celebrated: 



Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


1 he Inn Place to be 



RESTAURANT 


- Chinese , Thai, Phiiitpino 
Indonlsfan a Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00 - 3 : 30 p.ro 
6:30-11: 30p.m 
( 7 days a week ) 



Club Restaurant. 




eserve Now 


816690 

XMAS EVE 

Special Dinner Menu 

XMAS DAY 

Special Lunch Menu 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT - 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING • JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 




2 nd Circle, Jnhal Amman' 
' Opposite French'Ti«r 

Tel- 653482 


New Year’s Eve 

D.i 

Special Effect 

The Classiest of| 

The Classiest ! 


HI 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 


' CHEN'S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight / 



Shat AMrab Street 
Um Uthainah Commercial Centre 

•nee Tasted Always Lcvcd 






The first 6 belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman near 
Ahbyyah Girls School 

Take away b avaHaMp 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 


One vistt wffl make you 
a steady , we beHevd!! 


u-mm 


Veritable Cuisine Franpaise 
Live Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

onthe London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets t day. 




Qestauranl & Tapas 

Jebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sire 30 % larger 


TALK OF THE TOWN 




OpM ahNhr Frm 9M P Jife ISO AJI 
Bmpt*®nd>yFrjfli4JOPJto3JOAJf 
Tuesday Cloud 

Id: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middfe East Hotd • Shmebani 


Daily Lunch 



....... Parole 

idoun - Jordan Supc-nrjrte: R[ Df. 
I!i Tel: 821677 


Free enlarge « 
tot 20 x 30 cm 


699-420 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Pbone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



IIAIfOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Pax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
B usinessmen ' 


A Restaurant Witfi 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

■ RESTAIIRAIT 


■KW I MB W WW TCaCLE 

oppoote ncHuai boassytel. teem 


La 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


MSilMu 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -H .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel 659519 659520 

Happy Hour 

At 

1 1 \ / 

Trout 6 io 8 pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 
jileaxc call fur reservations 
Tel M967I/2- 66 6140 

Shmeisani - iX'e.xt to 
Sight i Sound 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


Ooc sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3334/44 
1.707 6/86 
1.9128/38 
1.4594/04 
35.61/65 

5.8367/17 

1690.6/2.1. 

109.80/90 

8.4061/61 

7.4180/30 

6.6925/75 

$1.4875/85 _ 

$38550085.90 


Canadian dollar 

Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


A. EXOTIC 





AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 


5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

mm wi l m ll m l m lllll M,iBn l HiteHiiuiuiiuiirtuiitiiiHHiwiinfliiii«iiiitMii»i«mutSTHiiiimfiiiiHniiHiniiirtmniinfttiiiit»tiiiiiiiiuiiiii»Hiuiiuaimiiit>iiftfTusiitij 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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World News 


Bosnian factions agree 


to Christmas ceasefire 


SARAJEVO (R) - Bosnian 
Muslim leaders met interna- 
tional mediators Friday ahead 
of a peace conference next 
week and commanders of ail 
three warring factions in Bos- 
nia had agreed on a Christmas 
truce, the United Nations said. 

■ Mediators were holding a 
one-day meeting with Bosnian 
Prune Minister Haris Silajdzic 
in Vienna to pave the way for 
Wider peace negotiations be- 
tween combatants scheduled 
for Dec. 21, diplomats said. 

Mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald St ol ten berg were 
bolding bilateral talks with 
warring factions this week be- 
fore the conference recon- 
vened in yet another bid to end 
the 20-month civil war. 

“The co-chairmen (Owen 
and Stoltenberg) will be trying 
to create a situation where next 
week’s meetings have a greater 
chance of success,” spokesman 
John Mills said. 

Military commanders of 
Croat. Muslim and Serb forces 
had agreed to silence their 
guns between Dec. 23 and Jan. 
3 and to grant safe passage for 
a private' aid convoy heading 
for a hospital in the Croat 
enclave of vitez, U.N. military 
spokesman Major Idesbald 
Van Biesebroeck said Friday. 

The truce, the latest in a war 
that has seen many ceasefires 
collapse, was announced as 
fighting continued across Bos- 
nia ana in the besieged capital 
of Sarajevo. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 


central Sarajevo against Serb 
troops, Mr. Van Biesebroeck 
told reporters at a news confer- 
ence. 

‘The first BSA (Bosnian 
Serb Army) Corps claimed 
that the (Bosnian army) have 
made territorial gains in Rajlo- 


Biesebroeck said. 

In northern Bosnia, U.N. 
Nordic troops came under fire 
three times within a few mi- 


nutes Thursday as the^ in- 


vac area," Mai. Van Bieseb- 
roeck said. “They also gained 


army appeared to have pushed 
forward in 


in street fighting in 


30 to 100 metres on the con- 
frontation line in Grbavica (in 
central Sarajevo).” 

The Bosnian army had adv- 
anced about one kilometre 
□ear the railway in Rajlovac, a 
Serb-held northwest suburb of 
Sarajevo where a Yugoslav 
army base was once located. 

He said Serb forces that en- 
circle the dty fired 743 shells 
on Sarajevo Thursday, wound- 
ing 23 civilians. Muslim sniper 
fire wounded five in the suburb 
of Grbavica Thursday. Bos- 
nian Serb News Agency 
(SRNA) reported. 

The United Nations said the 
ceasefire, covering the Catho- 
lic Christmas, had been 
approved by General Ante 
Roso, commander of the Bos- 
nian Croat Defence Council 
(HVO), and Bosnian army 
General Rasim Delic at a 
meeting at U.N. headquarters 
in the central Bosnian town of 
Kiseljak. 

Bosnian Serb Commander 
Rarko Mladic has also agreed 
to the truce after meeting 
Wednesday Lieutenant Gener- 
al Francis Briquemont of the 
U.N. Protection Force. 

“General Mladic said he 
would respect it so long as he 
was not attacked," Mr. -Van 


spected front lines where Serbs 
and Muslims are fighting, the 
spokesman said. No injuries 
were reported. 

Meanwhile, the leader of 
Muslim rebels fighting the Bos- 


nian government army accused 
y of enlisting as 
many as z.000 Islamic fun- 


lay 

2,C 


damentalist guerrillas intent on : 
destroying Bosnia's secular 
tradition. 

“Our estimates are that 
roughly 2,000 Mujahedeen 


(Islamic holy wamors) are 
fighting in the Bosnian army," 
Fikret Abdic, the leader of 


rebel Muslims in Bosnia’s 
breakaway Bihac enclave, said 
in an interview. 

Mr. Abdic, quoted in the 
debut issue of a weekly news- 
paper published by his forces, 
said the fundamentalists were 


both foreign mercenaries and 
“extremists from Sandzak,” a 


Muslim enclave in neighbour- 
ing Serbia. 

“Behind the shield of intro- 
ducing Islam, they are in fact 
.sowing terror in the population 
and inflicting enormous harm 
to the reputation of Bosnian 
Muslims, said Abdic, a for- 
mer political rival of Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic. 

Islamic fundamentalism has 
gained some ground in the 
Bosnian army with its growing 
ranks of deaerate refugee 
fighters expetted from Serb- 
held territory 


Beijing anger fails to rattle Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (Agencies) — 
Hong Kong's stock market 
climbed more than 200 points 
Friday as investors turned a 
deaf ear to Chinese warnings 
of damage to British business 
in the row over democratic 
reform in the colony. 

Beijing was venting its fury 
over Governor Chris Patten’s 
presentation of a bill contain- 
ing part of his reform proposals 
to the colonial legislature 
Wednesday. 

China, which takes back 
Hong Kong in 1997, said Mr. 
Patten’s action had destroyed 
any hope of continuing talks on 
the issue that have already 
dragged on for seven months 
without result. 

“The British move marked 
the end of the negotiations. 
(Britain) must be held re- 
sponsible for all the serious 
consequences arising there- 
from, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wu Jianmin said 
Thursday. 

“What the British side has 
done has sabotaged the talks so 
this will surely affect Sino- 
British relations, including 
economic and trade relations," 
he added. 

Banie McWhirter, executive 
director of the British Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Hong 
Kong, said: “Going on pre- 


vious experience (China’s) 
comments are much worse 
than the actuality — the bark is 
worse than the bite.” 

The threats drew little re- 
sponse from the stock market 
which is trading at an all-time 
high. 

The Hang Seng Index, which 
had climbed over 300 points by 
mid-afternoon on strong tur- 
nover, ended more than 200 
points higher, prompting some 
brokers to predict the index 
would shatter the 11,000 mark 
before long. 

It’s all a storm in a teacup," 
said China trader B.Y. Wong, 
!a director at -Sun - Hung 1 Kai 
Investment Services. 

“People are more interested 
in economic developments in 
China rather than politics in 


when asked if Mr. Patten were 
trustworthy. 

“As a lawyer, I would give 
him the benefit of the doubt. 
But I'm concerned that at the 
end of the day, he will be 
giving to Beijing a legislature 
mat Beijing can control,” he 
said. 

Mr. Lee warned that Mr. 
Patten’s original proposals are 
nothing less than “the bottom 
line” for his party, which con- 
trols 12 of the 18 directly- 
elected seats in the 60-member 
Legislative Council. 


Mr. Patten submitted some 


of the reform proposals u 
assembly Wednesday, tri 


in tfife 


in 


mgger- 


Beijing and Hon^ Kon|. 
warned Governor Patten 


Meanwhile 
most popular Democrat 


ong Kong s 
Friday 


which vowed never to resume 
negotiations on the issue and 
threatened to hit at trade with 
Britain. 


against watering down his 
proposals to strengthen the 
territory's assembly in the twi- 
light years of British rule. 

Martin Lee, chairman of the 
United Democrats of Hong 
Kong, questioned Mr. Patten's 
commitment to extend demo- 


cracy in the British colony be- 


fore it reverts to China in 1997. 

“I see a big question mark 
there,” Mr. Lee told AFP 


Those attacks continued Fri- 
day in the English-language 
China Daily newspaper, which 
called his unilateral action “a 
vile move" that could trigger 
“possible chaos” in Hong 
Kong in the run-up to 1997. 

But Mr. Patten has yet to say 
whether he will follow up later 
with his original October 1992 
proposal to substantially in- 
crease the voting franchise in 
the 1994 local-level and 1995 
legislative polls. 



Don’t hold your breath for 


peace deal, Sinn Fein says 


BELFAST I'R) — The IRA's 
long campaign to end British 
rule of Northern Ireland was 
set to go on intothe new year 
after its political chief said time 
was needed to digest a ground- 
breaking Anglo-Irish call for 
peace. 

“There are no quick fixed in 
this situation,” Gerry Adams, 
leader -of the IRA’s political 
wing Sinn Fein, said in his first 
response to Wednesday's key 
joint declaration by the British 


and Irish Prime Ministers John 
Major and Albert Reynolds. 

Their complex statement 
offers the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) a place at the 
negotiating table three months 
after they prove they are re- 
nouncing violence to end Brit- 
ish rule in Northern Ireland. 

“These deliberations will 
take some time and will re- 
quire clarification from Dublin 
about aspects of the declara- 
tion." Mr. Adams said in Bel- 


fast. 

But Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring said: “We will not 
be entering into any discus- 
sions with Sara Fein on the 
document.” * 


Few people had expected an 
reply to the declaration 


instant reply 
in which Britain for the first 
time formally acknowledged 
that Ireland could be reunified, 
after 72 years, if most people in 
the North agreed. 


S. Africa apologises for apartheid 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
Africa’s white minority gov- 
ernment apologised for apar- 
theid Friday as it presented 
parliament with the draft of an 
interim constitution giving 
blacks full political rights for 
the first time. 

“We who were responsible 
for apartheid are now saying 
we want to leave that, wrong 
behind. We are saying we are 
sorry,” said Constitutional De- 
velopment Minister Roeif 
Meyer, who led the govern- 
ment team in two years of 
democracy talks. 

African National Congress 
-General 
led the 
party 

talks, watched impassively 
from the public gallery as right- 
wingers aecriea the move to 
black majority rule. 

“I am feeling quite elated 
because we have reached a 
moment when we can move 
away from an apartheid dis- 
pensation. It is the culmination 
of what our people have strug- 
gled for many years,” he told 
reporters before the three-day 
debate began. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said he still 
hoped the pro-apartheid Con- 
servative Party (CP) and the 
Inkatba Freedom Party, led by 
Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, who drop their 
objections to the constitution 
and join the process of transi- 
tion to democracy. 

> But he condemned Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini for 
urging Zulus, the country's 
biggest ethnic group, to oppose 
tiie all-race Transitional Ex- 
ecutive Council, which gave 
blacks their first taste of power 
when it was set up two weeks, 
ago 


Mr. Ramaphosa told repor- 
ters the king's comments could 
exacerbate political violence. 
“It really was totally irres- 
ponsible. It is a move that 
could lead to a lot of conflict in 
the country,” he said. 

Inkatha and the CP are 


not personally Crying to- woo 
Mr. Buthelezi into the process, 
but added: “There is a real 
push underway because 
Wednesday is D-day for the 
constitution." 

The white-dominated parlia- 


among five right-wing groups 
tedth 


ment, which has always ex- 


that boycotted the final stages 
of democracy negotiations and 
have formed a Freedom 
Alliance to oppose the present 
framework for a transition to 


eluded the country’s nve-to- 
one black majority, is due to 
vote on the constitution 
Wednesday at what could be 
its last sitting. 


majoritv rule. 


iajc 

But while the CP boycotted 
three days of preparatory dls- 


Mean while, a great-^rand- 


cussion of the draft constitu- 
tion in a parliamentary stand- 
ing committee earlier this 
week, Inkatha legislators par- 
ticipated and proposed some 
amendments. 

Mr. Buthelezi, who called 
Thursday for self-determina- 
tion for Zulus, denied in a 


son of India's pacifist leader 
Mahatma Ghandhi. Kush 
Ramgobin, died of wounds af- 
ter being shot by gunmen in his 
Durban flat, police said 


Friday. 
>fi< 


Police spokesman Major 


Bala Naidoo said Mr. Ramgo- 
andbi 


statement the separate 
strategies indicated Inkatha 
was close to a separate settle- 


ment with the government. 

“To infer that Inkatha parti- 
cipation is in itself cause for 
optimism or indicative of a 
split in the Freedom Alliance is 
both misleading and mali- 
cious." he said. 

The Freedom Alliance last 
week listed 13 conditions for 
accepting the constitution and 
cancelling plans to boycott the 
country’s first all-race election 
on April 27. 


Resist,' T command you. 
Resist, I implore you,” King 


Zwelithini told supporters 
:e of a 


Thursday at the site of a Zulu 
massacre of British troops 114 
years ago. 


The government and tbe 
ANC said in response they 
would only discuss the alliance 
list if the conservatives agreed 
in advance to contest the elec- 
. tion. 

A government spokesman- 
confirmed that Inkatha nego- 
tiatior Ben Ngubape had asked 
for a' meeting, but said it was- 
‘ unclear whether • he would 
speak for the alliance or for 
Inkatha. 

A senior cabinet source said 
President F.W. De Klerk was 


bin’s mother Mrs. Ela Gan 
was a grand-daughter of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

Mr. Gandhi spent a number 
of years in Natal province as a 
lawyer and civil rights advocate 
before returning to India iij. 
1914 to oppose British rule 
there. A gunman shot Mr. 
Gandhi dead in 1948. 

Maj. Naidoo said Mr. Ram- 
gobin, 29-year-old son of a 
senior Natal cultural official in 
the African National Congress 
(ANC), was found with a se- 
rious' gunshot wound in his 
back in his flat early Thursday 
and later died at Durban’s 
Addington Hospital. 

- Mr. RameobuL lived in his 
flat with a bodyguard. 

Maj. Naidoo quoted the 
bodyguard as telling police he 
had been overpowered, bound 
and gagged by two gunmen. A 
third man held him captive 
while the others entered Mr. 
Ramgobin’s bedroom. 

A shot rang out followed by 
a scream, JflaL .Naidoo quoted 
the guaird'as stffwg; The men 
fled m Mr. RamgobmjS car and 
several household items were 
missing. 

Police said no arrests had yet 
been made. 


Clinton 

nominates 
Inman as 
defence 


secretary 


WASHINGTON (R) — Pres* 
dent' Bill Clinton' has named 
retired Navy Admiral Bobby 
Ray' Inman, a well-respected 
former intelligence official who 
had to be persuaded to take 


the job, to replace Les Aspin 


» joi 

as defence secretary. 

“He has established a repu- 
tation for penetrating, analysis, 
strong leadership ana a _ rock- 
solid commitment to this na- 
tion,” Mr. Clinton told repor- 
ters. as he . announced the 
nomination in- the White 

House Rose Garden. 

.In a response remarkable for 
its candor, Adm. Inman, 62, 
said he had voted for former 
President George Bush in .last 
year’s presidential election and 
did not seek or want the Penta- 
gon. job, but took it out of 
commitment to “duty and 
country.” 

The lean, gap-toothed Tex- 
an said he regarded himself as 
“an operator, hopefully with a 
strategic view,” and that he 
would draw on his business 
experience over the last decade 
to assure .that every defence 
dollar was. well spent. 

“My sense in traveling thp 
country is that the public is less 
concerned about what we’re 
doing overseas or our commit- 
ments than whether we are 
getting a dollar value for a 
dollar spent in defence,” he 
said. ' 

Adm. Inman added: “I 
would hope at the end of our 
years of working together we 
will have persuaded.tnem, Mr. 
President, that they were (^et- 


tinj* their money’s worth)? 


t rim . Inman’s nomination 
brought bipartisan plaudits, 
though some Republicans 
questioned whether herwould 


win- the budget battles that 
id force Mr. Aspin from 


heli 


omce. 

Senator Sam Nunn, a .Geor- 
gia- Democrat who heads the 
Armed Services Committee, 
said be hoped to begin con- 
firmation hearings on Jan. 25, 
the day the Senate returns to 
work.- 

“I expect Admiral Inman to 
be confirmed rapidly by . the 
Senate. His Jong ana disting- , 
uished career ideany {pvcsmm 
the credentMhr necessary to 


take on the difficult Job pf 
running the Defence Depart- 
ment, Senator Phil Gramm, a 
Tekas Republican, said. 



Australia’s treasurer resigns 


CANBERRA (R) — Australian Treasurer John Dawkins 
ended a stormy year in his political life Friday by announcing 
his resignation and returning to the back benches. Mr. 


ended a stormy year in his political life Friday by announcing 

ag to the back 

Dawkins said he would retire from politics altogether before 


the next election, due in three years. The office of Prime 
Minister Paul Keating said a new treasurer — the top minister 
responsible for fiscal policy — would be announced early next 
year. “There comes a time in the course of politics for one to 
reflect not only on the past but also on the future and for me 
that time has come," said Mr. Dawkins, treasurer since 1991. 
“I have today informed the prime minister of my desire to 
move to the backbench as a step towards leaving parliament 
between now and the next election," the 46-year-old Dawkins 
said. The Australian dollar fell half a U.S. cent on the news. 
Mr. Dawkins’ resignation came as a surprise, although he had 



alluded indirectly to the strain of the job after his unpopular 
lugust budget for 
public and parliamentary resistance. However, bis position 


dty was now quiet. TASS quoted local Information Minister 
Movladi Udngov as saying Mr. Dudayev was now in a 
late-night cabinet meeting. Khamzat Khankarov, one of the 
rebel commanders, told TASS it was important that the 
^ .... - » r Chechnya’s 

nya was the 
a third party 

interfere in it" — a warning to Russia not to meddle. Moscow 
has declared it will seal off Chechnya’s borders. Mr. Khank- 
arov said that President Dudayev had received the field 
commanders, who want him to relinquish the post of prime 
minister, create a Defence Ministry and call parliamentary 
ela&ons, but the talks had so far foiled to yield results. He 
said force would not be used to resolve the conflict. TASS 
reported earlier that rebel soldiers had surrounded Mr. 
Dudayev’s palace in the centre of Grozny. It said snipers were 
positioned on the roofs of buildings and troops milled around 
the town centre. 


st budget for the year ending June 1994 ran into strong 
: and parliamentary resistance. However, his position 
appeared to be strengthened after the budget finally passed. 


Cambodia cancels talks with Khmer Rouge 


French radioactive site sealed off 


)ry si 

making luminous clocks has been sealed off because it is 
radioactive, authorities said here. The factory at Saint Nicolas 


D’Aliermont, near Dieppe, was used by the Bayard firm 
which up until the 1980*s used radium chloride to make the 


hands and faces of its alarm clocks luminous. The Green 
Environmentalist Party released the results of a study showing 
the presence of radon gas, toxic when inhaled, and Radium 
226, which is extremely toxic when ingested. Authorities said 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — Prime Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh Friday cancelled peace talks with the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla group because he said it failed to address him 
as head of the government Prince Ranariddh said that he had 
accepted a written request from talks for Khmer Rouge 
President KMeu Sampbana. But apparently Prince Ranariddh 
later read Khieu Samphan’s letter again. Sources closed to 
Prince Ranariddh said the letter addressed him as head of his 
alitical party, not of the government. “I am not going to mert 
*“ - Samphan," Prince Ranariddh said. “Khieu Samphan 


politic: 

Khieu 


the site would be cleaned up and called a meeting of people 

eir children had 


living nearby who expressed alarm that their 
often played there. 


did not call me the first prime minister. He said the I am the 
head of the FUNCINPEC Party." Prince Ranasiddh said that 
as _head_of the party ^he would have nothing to say in peace 


4 die in Argentine province riot 


talks. The Khmer Rouge controls about 15 per cent of 
Cambodia with a force of about 9,000 guerrillas. It has never 
formally reconsider the government, which was elected in a 
U.N. organised poll in May. 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — At least four people were killed and 
50 injured Thursday when rioting civil servants burned public 
buildings and looted officials’ homes in the capital of one of 
Argentina's poorest provinces. Civil servants in the province 


Philippine Air Force loses 2nd plane 


of Santiago Del Estero, some 650 miles (1.000 km) northwest 
at not' being paid, railed against 


MANILA . (R) A Philippine military 

crashed Friday, killing an instructor and a student pilot, an air 


of Buenos Aires, ant 
' Argentine President Carlos Menem, his government and the 
.province governor, Fernando Lobo, as they rampaged through 
the dty, local television reported. Hundreds or state em- 
ployees marched on the government house and clashed with 
police after the province announced ir could not meet overdue 
salaries, witnesses said. After local police retreated and Mr. 
Lobo fled in a fire truck, protesters broke into tbe palace and 
set it on fire. “The mobs took over the governor’s office, the 
legislature and the courthouse. They're also breaking into the 
houses of former governors and some legislators and looting 
them,” Resident Hugo Feireyra told Reuters in a telephone 
interview. In the capital Buenos Aires, Interior Minister 
Carlos Ruckauf said the death toll had risen to four and the 


force 

crash 


aircraft 


- • TV , — “ dtmivui uuui, Oil All 

•okesman said. It was the second air force plane to 
is week. The propeller-driven Marchetti Trainer lost 

I mdlM mtn q - - - .L. . - i -i 


~ *v — “■ wiarcnera i miner lost 

power and crashed into a coconut grove about one kilometre 
from tbe runwa*' «*- 1 r - — -- -■ - - - - 


from the runway at an air base in Li pa, south of Manila, the 
gwkesman said. On Wednesday, all 27 people aboard a 
Hercules C-130 transport plane were killed when the aircraft 
hit a m and exploded in flames. Efforts to recover the last 
ok^?owJ , ?? uc °£ nday a l *¥ 013511 site 00 a forested hillside 

ShtUlt 7 hi InfAmafTW rAnfh a/ I f.^'i^ 



federal government was sen&ng in paramilitary troops to help 
restore order. 


Chechen mutineers' tanks withdrawn 


MOSCOW (R) — Talks between Dzhokar Dudayev, leader of 
f-prod aimed Chechen Republic in southern Russia, and 


the self- 


army bosses opposed to his rule ended inconclusively late 
Thursday, ITAR-TASS news agency said. Bnt it said the 

vehicles 


ition’s tanks, armoured vehicles and troops had been 

id Mr. 


witnorawn from their earlier positions around 
presidential palace in the Chechen capital, Grozny, 


iv’s 

the 


U.S. admits Haiti diplomacy stalled 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States has admitted that 
diplomatic efforts to resolve Haiti’s political crisis are at a 
standstdl and hinted at frustration withits policy centerpiece 
exiled President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. State Department 
ArkKE Mccurr y. refused to confirm me^^rts 

w a Tt * SOn for the scuttling of a 

last-ditch diplomatic umaitive to reconcile opposing political 
forces m the impoverished Caribbean nation. But hiTDuwS. 

^ Aristid . e at depanmaS’lS 

news bnefing was lacking in enthusiasm. Asked if the United 

backed M 1 - Aristide, Mr. McCurry said: “We still 
support a process that leads to the return of the , - S&U 
ly-elected president of Haiti, yes." 


ns auu 

■ democratical- 



Bryan Adams 
to play In Vietnam 


HANOI (R) — Canadian 
rocker Bryan Adams will be- 
come the first major Western 
pop star to perform in Vietnam 
since the Vietnam War when 


ives a concert in Ho Chi 


Minh City next month, the. 


promoters announced Friday. 
Adams wifi play & one-night 
stand on Jan. 16 at the small 
Pham Ding Phung- Stadium in 


the formef Saigon, Vietnam's 
biggest dty. “We 


have every- 
thing in place for a superb 
concert in front of- an audience 
of 5,000 to 6,000 people m one 
of Asia's most emtmg dttes,” 
Bruce Aicken, managing direc- 
tor of Hong Kong-baseo prom- 
oters Sports Asa, said in _a 
statement sent to Reuters in 
Hanoi. Adams' concert coin-, 
ddes with the second Ho -Chin 
Minh City Marathon, also 
organised by Sports Asia. The 
events axe signs of Vietnam’s 
growing opening up to . the 
West — in the arts as well as in 
business and diplomacy y 
since it launched reforms in 
1986 to convert its communist 
economy to a market system. 
Hanm-trorn pianist Dang Thai 
Son and the National Sym- 
phony Orchestra under a Bat- 
ch guest conductor, Peter 
Fletcher, drew a capacity 
crowd for a concert in Hanoi s 
French-built Opera House 
Thursday night. Fletcher was 
one of the first West conduc- 
tors to perform here, though 
the French cultural agency. 
Alliance Francaise, has 
brought in jazz, classical and 
ballet groups this year. 


Jackson appears 
incoherent in 
court video 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Jurors 
saw a slu ggish ana almost in- 
coherent Michael Jackson on a 
videotape filmed by lawyers 
just before he admitted he was 
addicted to pamlrilling drugs 
and abruptly cancelled his 
world tour. The video was 
taken in Mexico Gty by attor- 
neys for two would-be songwri- 
ters who have sued the pop 
superstar in Los Angeles Su- 
perior Court, claiming he stole 
three of his best-selling songs 
from them Thriller, The Girl Is 
Mine and We Are The World. 
Jackson, who appeared drowsy 
and heavy-lidded and paused 
for long periods on being asked 
questions, said he wrote or 
co-wrote each of the three 
songs but could not remember 
wby-or when 1 he had- written ‘ 
them. On another occasion he* 
appeared to falter when asked 
to name the * members of his 
former band, the Jackson Five; 
which was comprised of him- . 
self and four or Ms brothers. 
The videotaped deposition, or 
sworn statement, was taken by 


lawyers for the plaintiffs on 
Nov. 10 and 11 in Mexico Gty, . 


on Nov. 12 Jackson trait ms 
world tour and flew to Euro; 


with his friend, actress 
zabeth Taylor, to seek treat- 
ment in a drag rehabilitation 
clinic. Jackson, who returned 
to his Neveriand Valley estate 
near the posh southern Cafifor- ’ 
nia city of Santa Barbara last 
Friday, has been accused in a 
civil lawsuit of sexually molest- 


ing a 13-year-old boy over a 


four-month period last year. 
The singer has denied the sex- 
ual molestation charges and is 
contesting the current song 
copyright case. Jackson's 


lawyers have said he was tre- 
ated ii 


in the dinic, at an undis- 
closed location in Europe, for 
a month before reappearing in 
the United States. 


Infant kidnapped 2 
years ago 
returned 


DESSAU, Germany (AP) — 
An infant stolen from a baby 
carriage in the eastern city of 
Dessau two years ago has 
been found and returned to Ms. 
parents, police said. Wilbett 
Grosser was traced to the west- 


ern chy of Dniseburg, about 40 
kilometres north of Bor 


ran, said 
police spokesman Ralf Becker, 
bead of the search team. The 
apparently healthy boy was liv- 
ing in the home of a 30-year- 
old German woman and her 
28-year-old male companion, 

nihn an. — X 1 ■ J 


V" - MUU UK LUUU was 

found after authorities traced 
down dozens of tips received 
over the past two years on his 
posable whereabouts. The boy 
was riven medical tests to 
prove Bis identity and returned 

to Ms parents- Tfcesday; the 
spokesman said. Grosser was 
12 weeks old on Nov. 12, 1991, 
when he disappeared from a 
baby carriage his mother 
parked outside the entrance of 
a shop in Dessau wMle she 
went inside to make a puich-. 
as€ - Mr. 'Becker said that the 
woman suspect had had a mfe- 
rarraze several months before 
the kidnapping. No other mo- 
tive was uncovered, he said. 
The names of the suspects 
were not released and it was 
not immediately dear if char- 
ages would be filed. ARD 


foe child apparently lived' 
gaily with the ample ' ' 


J who kept 
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French soccer revolution opens 
with whimper rather than bang 


PARIS (R) — France's prom- 
ised soccer revolution opened 
with a whimper rather than a 
bang Friday when Aime lac- 
quer was named as national 
team trainer. 

A series of crisis meetings 
aimed at changing the fabric of 
French soccer following last 
month's shock elimination 
from the World Cup. ended in 
the unanimous and uncon- 
troversiaJ choice of the experi- 
enced Jacquet. 

Jacquet, 52, was assistant to 
former manager Gerard Houl- 
lier, who resigned after succes- 
sive home defeats to Israel and 
Bulgaria stunned a nation which had 
taken qualification for next 
year’s World Cup finals for 
granted. 

Houllier himself had been 
appointed by the same route, 
taking over from Michel Platini 
in 1992 after serving as his 
assistant. 

The appointment of Jacquet 
was the first major decision by 
the F rench Football Federa- 
tion (FFF) since World Cup 
elimination opened a period of 
turmoil which has seen Federa- 
tion President Jean Foumet- 
Fayard resign also. 

Soccer authorities are con- 
sidering major structural 
changes and new faces in top 
positions as a remedy for the 


national team's failure on the 
pitch. 

But their second decision 
was equally uncontroversial. 
After threatening Marseille 
with a French Cup ban as 
punishment for the Valencien- 
nes bribery scandal, the FFFs 
advisory board decided to let 
the European Champions take 
part after all. 

The appointment of the 
highly successful former Bor- 
deaux trainer Jacquet was 
acclaimed by most sections of 
French soccer, though there 
was some surprise that there 
was no mention of it being a 
provisional post. 

The federation had been ex- 
pected to name an interim 
trainer to take charge for two 
friendly matches against Italy 
and Chile in February and 
March with a new man taking 
ove at the end of the seaso n — 
after elections for a new FFF 
president. 

Jacquet, twice capped by 
France as -a midfielder in the 
1960s. coached Bordeaux for 
nine years during the heady 
days of the 1980s when they 
won three league titles and two 
French Cups, including a dou- 
ble in 1987. 

He also guided his team into 
the semifinals of the European 
Cop in 1985 and the last four of 


the Cup Winners' Cup in 1987. 

But he later had disappoint- 
ing spells with Montellier and 
Nancy before joining Houllier 
with the national team last 
year. 

Monaco trainer Arsene 
Wenger, regarding by many as 
a leading candidate for the 
natio nal post, welcomed the 
FFF decision. 

“It’s a logical move.” he 
said. “He has a lot of experi- 
ence at top level, he's had 
success with his clubs and he 
knows the players well." 

Marseille, provisionally 
stripped of last season's league 
title by the FFF in February for 
trying to bribe Valenciennes to 
lose a league match in May. 
were happy at not being ban- 
ned from the cup. 

The club has already been 
barred from defending its 
European title and playing in 
the intercontinental and super 
cups. 

Club Vice-President Jean- 
Louis Leverau said: “The 
members of the advisory board 
recognised that we could not 
be indefinitely punished. It 
would have been particularly 
unjust if Marseille, which has a 
record number of cup victor- 
ies. could not have taken 
part.’* 


Graf: Seles’ stabbing put extra pressure 


PARIS (R) — World number 
one Steffi Graf said Friday she 
had been put under extra 
pressure this year after the 
stabbing in April of her arch- 
rival Monica Seles. 

With Seles out of action 
after the knife attack by a Graf 
fan, the German enjoyed her 
best season in a long time, 
regaining the number one slot 
and winning three titles in suc- 
cessive Grand Slam tourna- 
ments. 

But she told a news confer- 
ence the stabbing had been an 
added burden. 

“I felt I bad something to do 
with it because it was a fan of 
mine who did it,” she said: 

“I felt bad about it, though I 
couldn’t have done anything 
about it. Then people were 
asking me a lot about it and -it 
was difficult to. :answer. n.u.v 

“There was a lot of pressure 
on me. Later in the year peo- 
ple said I was winning because 


she was absent and that wasn't 
easy either.” 

Graf said. she had spoken to 
Seles recently. “We talked a 
.few week ago," she said. 

•“We've been in touch. I don’t 
want to talk about what we 
said. It was a conversation 
between the two of us. But she 
said she hopes to be back in 
Australia (for January's Au- 
stralian Open): 

“It was a terrible thing which 
happened to her. It’s difficult 
for her to react to what hap- 
pened. I think that has been 
more difficult than anything 
else. That’s what people have 
to understand. 

“I had a problem of concen- 
tration after what happened in 
Hamburg. I wasn't on the 
court. It was difficult to be 
playing out there." 

Graf said she hoped the 
Yugoslav would get. r back to 
her old form despite,. her long 
layoff. 

“Fm hoping for that as much 


as other people do," she said. 
“I have no idea if she get back 
to her best again. But she's 
always been very determined. 

“She’s always very well pre- 
pared. If she comes to Austra- 
lia, she will be ready for the 
tournament in her mind. But 
she needs some time. I hope 
she will be in good shape." 

“Hopefully Monica will play 
in Australia and things will get 
back to normal.'* 

Graf said she thought her 
own play had improved during 
the year. I've got more confi- 
dence in my game. I'm choos- 
ing my shots better,” she said. 

“I think my backhand has 
got better and when I need to I 
can come in a lot more- I will 
work on that more in the next 
few weeks. I’ll play more 
approach shots." 

The German said she had no 
problem witji. motivation even 
though she had won all the 
titles she ever wanted to win. 


Foser snatches downhill skiing win 


VAL GARDENA. Italy (R) 
— Little-known racer Markus 
Foser of Liechtenstein snatch- 
ed a dramatic victory in the 
opening men’s downhill of the 
Alpine Skiing World Cup sea- 
son Friday. 

Foser skied the classic Sas- 
lonch piste in a time of two 
minutes 08.90 seconds to dash 
the hopes of equally obscure 
Austrian Werner Franz, 
second in 2:09:09.. 

By an amazing coincidence 
the same pair finished one-two 
among the lesser mortals of hte 
European Cup circuit in a race 
on the same course last 
weekend. 


Franz, skiing with start num- 
ber 52, had already put a prem- 
ature end to the victory 
celebrations of overall World 
Dip holder Marc Girardelli. 
who looked set for his first 
downhill win in almost five 
years after clocking 2:09.21. 

The Austrian who competes 
■ for Luxembourg watched with 
disbelief as number 66 moser 
trumped his time, and had to 
settle for third spot. 

Friday’s Downhill replaced a 
race scheduled for Val D’lsere. 
France, last weekend which 
had to be called off because of 
bad weather. A second dow- 
nhill will be raced here Satur- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARF 
ATANNAH KRSCH 
Q 19 B 3 Tkfona Uadi Sanwaa, He. 


OPTICAL ILLUSION 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 Q J 9 
7X6 
0 A Q 3 
4AQJ94 
WEST EAST 

4 532 4 K 6 

UQ10 932 J 7 5 4 
0 J 9 6 2 0 10 854 

4 2' 4 K 8 7 

SOUTH 
4 A IO 8 7 4 
9 A 8 
0X7 
4 10 8 5 3 
The bidding; 

North Em* Sooth West 

14 P am 1 4 Pass 

2 NT Pan 84 Pan 

8 4 Pan 4 NT Pan 

5 P Pan 6 4 Pan 

Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Two of 4 
Even looktag at ah four hands, it 
is difficult to see how six spades can 
be defeated. Yet down it went, and 
we would not be surprised if the 
majority of .experts wouldn't adopt 
the same line as did our unfortunate 
declarer against such highly inven- 
tive defense. 

With a slightly imbalance d hand. 
It is not Rnprtang Sooth elected to 


play in a suit slam rather than no 
trump. However, six no tramp 
would depdBd on no more than one 
of the two black-suit finesses and 
would have coasted borne in 
comfort. 

West chose to lead the deuce of 
chibs, immediately pr e s en ting de- 
clarer with the problem that it 
might be a singleton. To guard 
against West winning the king and 
giving partner a ruff, declarer elect- 
ee! to rise with the ace of dubs. 

Had ESat followed routinely with 
a low dub. declarer would have tak- 
en the spade finesse, drawn trumps 
and forced out the. long of dubs. 
That would have been South’s only 
loser. But East dropped the king of 
dobs under the ace! 

This spectacular fahecard creat- 
ed the impression that East had the 
singleton chib, so the trump finesse 
was an unnecessary risk — declarer 
could well afford to let East win a 
frump trick, if that defender held 
the king. To draw trumps as fast as 
possible, declarer led a trump to the 
ace and continued with a trump. 
East scooped in the long of spades 
and, to declarer's amazement, gave 
West a dub ruff for down one. 
Bravo! 


day. 

Poor weather made only one 
practice session possible for 
this race, leaving no real guide 
to form. 

But no one can have ex- 
pected so many big names to be 
humbled as effects of the 
bright sunshine on the 3.446 
metres Saslonch Piste made 
the course faster the longer the 
race went on. 

Swiss Franz Heinzer. a win- 
ner here twice in the past and 
World Dip holder in the disci- 
pline, finished way down in 
58th, more than three seconds 
behind Foser. 

Norwegian World Cup lead- 
er Kjetil-Andre Aamodt was 
48th while his closest challen- 
ger Guenther Mader of Au- 
stria finished level with Hein- 
zer. 

Five-times overall World 
Cup winner Girardelli pre- 
sumed he was the victor and 
apologised to Austrian Olym- 
pic downhill champion Patrick 
Ortlieb, who has never won a 
World Cup race, for edging 
him out by just 0.08 seconds. 

The hapless Ortlieb ended 
up in sixth place as Canadians 
Rob Boyd and Darren Thor- 
bum nipped between him and 
Girardell. 
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his number 
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Khalico Electromechanic- 
al Group. 

Central heating maint. 
Repairing all home ap- 
pliances. 

Fridges, washing 
machines and gaz ovens. 


FIFA’s gamble pays off in Las Vegas 


LAS VEGAS (R) — An in- 
spired gamble by FIFA, in 
search of their own great 
American dream, brings them 
appropriately to this casino city 
fOT the variety show they call 
the World Cup draw Sunday. 

Soccer’s world governing 
body, shrugging off howls of 
protest five years ago when 
they awarded the United 
States the 1994 World Cup, 
plumped for the glitzy gamb- 
ling capital to host the show- 
case event with the swaggering 
confidence of someone who 
knows their hunch paid off 
handsomely. 

They have already been 
counting the profits that en- 
ticed them to the United 
States, in television revenue' 
and, more reassuringly, from 
ticket sales which have match- 
ed all promises of a sell-out 
tournament as each consign- 
ment went on sale. 

When FIFA deals the cards 
before the watching world on 
Sunday, it knows that no mat- 
ter who plays, who in the open- 
ing rounds.’ the Americans will 
have no trouble filling the 
seats. 

The Americans have been 
promising the most successful 
World Cup ever in terms of 
both spectators and cash, and 
with ticket demand exceeding 
availability, they have been 
directing their energies to 
organising a month-long party 
soccer will never forget. 

That has meant some clever 
shifting of the goalposts for the 
draw to squeeze the most out 
of the month-long tournament, 
which begins on 'June 17. and 
base teams in cities with large 
ethnic followings. 


There have always been 
raised eyebrows at World Cup 
draws at how lady luck seems 
to be surprisingly excessive 
with her favours, and questions 
about whether FIFA possesses 
powers of illusion with its 
selections. 

But on this occasion, in an 
unprecedented break from the 
traditional seeding of teams for 
the finals draw. FIFA has di- 
vided most of the 24 nations 
into geographical equations in 
an attempt to balance out the 
six groups. 

And in another tweak aimed 
at maximising the interest. 
FIFA said if the balls did not 
come out of the bowls to their 
liking they would simply place 
the teams’ where they wanted 
them — in keeping with their 
principles of not having coun- 
tries from the same continent 
together. 

No group will contain two 
teams from South America, 
Africa, or Asia, and the Un- 
ited States will be kept apart 
from its confederation partner 
Mexico. Five of the six groups 
will also contain only two 
European teams. 

With the top seeds selected 
according to previous World 
Cup form — Germany, Argen- 
tina. Brazil. Italy, Belgium 
plus hosts the U.S. — the 
teams from the other three 
groups will not necessarily end 
up where the random draw 
places them. 

If. for instance Colombia are 
drawn to play in Argentina's or 
Brazil's group, they will be 
simply shoved along to fill up 
the U.S. section, or'put in with 
a European team. 


Adelaide loses F-l Grand 
Prix to Melbourne 


MELBOURNE (R) — The 
Australian Grand Prix motor 
race, held in Adelaide since 
1985, will shift to Melbourne 
after 1996 after a secret deal 
signed three months ago. Vic- 
toria State Premier Jeff Ken- 
nett announced Friday. 

The Australian 60 million 
($40 million) bid to wrest the 
event from Adelaide was 
signed by the Formula One 
Constructors' Association 
(FOCA) and commercial in- 
terests on Sept. 16. 

Cfrina^. . Indonesia and 
Malaysia were also reported to 
be interested 'in taking over 
from Adelaide after its con- 
tract expired for the event, 
which has a television viewing 
audience of about 500 million 
in 102 countries. 

The loss of the race, which 
pumps about A40 million (,$27 
million) a year into the eco- 
nomy of the Adelaide area, is a 
major blow to the state of 
South Australia and its week- 
old government. 

“Of course we’re all shat- 
tered by this news," new Pre- 
mier Dean Brown said. "This 
is a severe blow to South Au- 
stralia.” 

Melbourne will stage the 
Grand Prix for five years with 


the option for another five. 
The venue will be a street 
circuit around Albert Park 
Lake in Melbourne's inner 
suburbs. 

Mr. Kennett said the deal 
was kept secret for commercial 
reasons and to keep it from 
becoming an issue in South 
Australia's state election held 
last Saturday. 

“This will ensure we will 
have an event here not only of 
international standing but 
probably of pre-eminence of 
all international events,” Mr. 
Kennett told reporters . 

Ron ’ Walker, chairman of 
the Melbourne Major Events 
Company, who headed the 
committee that put the bid 
together, said the Grand Prix 
would be bigger than Mel- 
bourne’s 1956 Olympic 
Games. 

Walker said the Grand Prix 
would create 1.000 jobs and 
bring A150 million (S100 mil- 
lion) a year into Victoria. That 
is more than the Adelaide tur- 
nover because of Melbourne's 
larger population and its repu- 
tation as the sporting capital of 
Australia. Melbourne also 
hosts the Australian Open ten- 
nis tournament and the Mel- 
bourne Cup horse race. 


A1 Dalai Establishment 
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J he second level now has all 
three African teams — Moroc- 
co. Cameroon and Nigeria — 
two other South American 
teams — Bolivia and Colombia 
— and Mexico. 

The third tier consists of the 
six strongest European nations 
not seeded: The Netherlands. 
Romania, Bulgaria. Ireland. 
Russia and Spain. In the final 
group are both Asian teams. 
Saudi Arabia and South 
Korea, plus Greece. Norway. 
Switzerland and Sweden. 

Sweden fell into the lowest 
group, just behind Bulgaria, in 
FIFA's latest computer rank- 
ings. 

The final twist will come 
after the draw, when the 
groups are assigned venues for 
the first round in an attempt to 
place certain nations in cities 
where the ethnic population 
will provide strong support 
and. hopefully, the street par- 
ties the hosts'want to recerate 
the atmosphere of a typical 
European or South American 
soccer nation. 

And that is where the im- 
pression that all is well with 
FIFA's search for its American 
dream begins to look untidy at 
the seams and frayed at the 
edges. 

While the ruling body was 
lured to America partly in 
search of easy money. FIFA's 
real desire was to bring the 
United States into the soccer 
family. 

When the Americans were 
awarded the World Cup. it was 
on the insistence that they cre- 
ate a professional league — 
before the tournament. 

That is still missing; 
although World Cup U.S. A. 
'94 chief Alan Rothenberg — 
also the U.S. Soccer Federa- 
tion president — has laid be- 
fore FIFA his plans for one in 
1995. 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter said: “We are 
convinced something will 'hap- 
pen in 1995 in the U.S. They 
already have contact with 
potential sponsors, and this is a 
good step." 

Rothenberg says: "Our mis- 
sion is twofold. To present the 
greatest World Cup in history, 
and leave a legacy for soccer in 
the United States. We are un- 
wavering in our commitment 
to succeed at both.” 

No one has ever doubted the 
Americans ability to put on the 
Wfcrld Cup. not least FIFA 
who were first-impressed at the 
huge crowds Rothemberg con- 
jured up at the low-key 1984 
Olympic soccer tournament in 


Los Angeles. 

In fact, the organisers have 
had .i harder job in persuadin '. 1 
Hollywood’s Mars to make the 
one hour flight from Los 
Angeles to Las Vegas for the 
9lLminuie televised ceremony 
than they did luring FIFA to 
America! 

With three days remaining 
to the draw, being shown in 
125 countries to an estimated 
audience of 500 million, the 
organisers were still unwilling 
to produce a definitive list of 
celebrities, or reveal who 
would draw the all-important 
balls from their giant goldfish 
bowls. 

Blatter said Thursday he 
would not be told until a day 
before, but suggested the star 
performer would be a woman. 
Rumours continued to change 
all week, although Fay Dun- 
away. remained favourite. 

\Vhen pressed about the abs- 
ence of the final line-up. orga- 
nisers explained that absolute 
confirmation and the Holly- 
wood signatures were not quite 
set. 

In another example that all 
that glitters in the neon city ot 
Las Vegas is certainly not gold. 
FIFA had another piece ol 
■misfortune when a row broke 
out between its own major 
attraction. Pele. and its Presi- 
dent Joao Havelange. 

Pele was due to take the 
stage, but was seemingly bar- 
red by Havelange Monday af- 
ter the Brazilian Confedera- 
tion President Ricardo Teix- 
eira — Have lance's son-in-law 
— filed a defamation lawsuit 
over Pole's claims of financial 
impropriety. 

Blatter said: “Pele will he 
with us. with the FIFA family 
on Sunday. What his position 
will be we will see Sunday." 

Winning teams in the first 
round of the World Cup finals 
will be awarded with three 
points instead of two. 

FIFA announced Thuniukiy 
that they would make changes 
to lhe_trudition- 
al format of the first round 
league stage as part of a major 
move to make the opening 
thrusts of the World Cup more 
entertaining. 

Better refereeing 

FIFA also promised im- 
provements in refereeing at the 
1994 )Yorld Cup after much- 
criticised performances at pre- 
vious finals. 

“You may rest assured that 
we will see better control of 
matches in 1994.” Blatter told 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Located in Shmeisani. Tyche Hotel street. Area 220 square 
metres net. plus 37 square metres for utilities. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, one of which is master, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 
laundry room, two verandas, salon and hall and dining room. 
Separate central heating, with water well and water pump. 
Call tel. 668443, and 699846 
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‘for rent 

Modern furnished apartments 

One bedroom — Two bedrooms — Three bedrooms. 
C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani - near Bird’s Garden. 

Jabal Amman - near Khaldi Hospital 

Owners tel.: 687862 - 642351 


]OB OPPORTUNITIES 


1- ACADEMIC DIRECTOR 

Must be an emexgetic leader/manager with the 
knowledge. , experience , and interpersonal skills 
necessary to establishing new programs in 
language (s) teaching and other training courses. 
MA and 3 years of ESL/EFL , administrative 
experience required . Position to begin 
January 1994 

2- ESL/EFL INSTRUCTORS 

Must have a degree in TEFL/ ESL or related field 
Full timers and part timers may apply . Should be 
native speaker or semi-native speaker of English. 

3- INSTRUCTORS OF ARABIC 
AS FOREIGN LANGUAGE. 

A degree in Arabic / Education plus experience 
in teaching Arabic to non Arabs . Should be fluent 
in English . Other languages are plus . 

Interested candidates should send their C.V. 
indicating their frill address and tel. numbers 
not later than Dec. 23, 1993 to : 

Managing Director 
P.O. Box 751 
Amman 11955 
Jordan 


a news conference. 

Blatter admitted that r«p£- 
ckiss referees were in Jinn 
supply hui w:i» confident ih.ti * 
the use ot specialist hncMucu’ 
would help improve standard- - 

In previous World Cups, re 1 
forces have been used to run 
the line. 

Blatter said ;i -hurl list of 3*1 
referrees had r*cen chosen to 
attend a y»rv _up course in Dal- 
las in Marc!,. which would he; 
used in select the final 22. 

A FIFA spokesman denied ‘ 
that Brazilian club Flamengo" 
hud sent them a udeo ol ;i ; 
gjmc involving Kenaio Mar 1 
siglia. one oY the reteiecs 
chosen to attend the course. 

Flamenco were outraged at . 
Marsigiia's handling ot their 
Brazilian semifinal cham- 
pionship match against Corin- . 
thians. saying he bad failed to 
award them two clear penalties _ 
and then wrongly sent off their" 
goalkeeper Gil mar for re tali a- . 
lion. 

They had threatened to send * 
FIFA a tape of the game. 

Blarter said it was possible . 
that a proposed now ruic ; 
allowing teams to substitute; 
two oullield platers plus thy. 
goalkeeper mat be in force 
the World 1,'up The rule will, 
be discussed ht FI F A in Zurich » 
in March aiul. il approted. will-., 
be implemented in time lor the ; 
1*194 finals. 

Two platers trout each team- 
mill he random It selected to give.- 
doping tests ai each ot the 52“ 
matches in the finals. Blatter ■ 
said. 

He added (hat all doping 
tests carried out during the * 
qualifying matches had "giveiV ' 
negative results. 

It was also announced that 4 
FIFA had turned down a re^ 
quest from South Korea for .t~ 
united Korean side, featuring 
North and South Korean play-'". 
ers. ; 

The two countries fielded & ' 
joint side ai the 19*M World "■ 
Youth Championship in Por- 
tugal. but Blatter said that ' 
since both countries had taken"* 
part in the World Cup qu.ib 
frying tournament FIFA could . 
not allow a joint team. 

FIFA also announced a new 
award for the best goalkeeper 1 
in the competition. It will be . 
named the Yashin Cup aftel " 
the late former Soviet goal- 
keeper Lev Yashin. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere, Julia Roberts 
in 

PRETTY WOMAN 

Shows: 12 JO, 3:30, 6:15, &30, 10:30 
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Td.: 677420 


CONCORD ‘V 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN IRE LINE OF FIRE 

Shows; 1230. 3:30. 6:15. 830. 1030 

CONCORD <2* 

Kim Basinger — in 

Two Hot To Handle 

Shows; 3:15. 6, &1S, 10:15 


CSnexna 


Tel.: 699238 


KIRK RIVERA. STEVE 
MESSINA 
In 

HOT STEPS 

Shows; J2:30, 3:15, 5, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


Td.: 675571 
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presents a play entitled: 

AI Urn Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer (ssa. Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan A! Shaer. Fuad Shomaii 
In addition to other comedians 
Every' right at 8:15 
T&oeis are sold all dsy 


Nabil & Hisharrfs Td - : 625155 ^ 

THEATRE 


The political comeay 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Syria: Isras! offers compensation for Golan 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Israel has proposed that Syria be given 
financial compensation in exchange for abandoning its claims to 
the Golan Heights, but Damascus has denounced the offer, 
official Syrian radio said on Friday. “Some people in Israel 
called for Syria to abandon its demand for tne return of the 
Golan, or aa'iPt a compromise or foreign financial aid in 
exchange for tne Golan, it said. The. proposal was made 
following a peace mission at the beginning of the month by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher, it said. “Israel is no 
longer just committing blatant acts of piracy before the world, 
but is also calling for Syria to give up its territory and not care 
about the future r .f 150,000 Syrians displaced from the Golan,” 
the radio said. The Israeli proposals were likely to “undermine 
the peace process and reinforce the conviction of countries in the 
region that Israel does not want peace.” the radio added. 


6 Israeli rightwing extremists arrested 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Police have arrested six Israeli right-wing 
extremists suspected of smuggling weapons, police said here 
Friday. The six suspects, arrested on Thursday on arms 
smuggling and possession charges, will appear before a judge on 
Saturday who will decide whether to extend their period of 
detention, the sources said. Some of the suspects, from the 
Jerusalem area, had been questioned before, following anti- 


Palestinian attacks, the sources said. They did not specify which 
organisation the suspects belonged to. On Nov. 25 Rabbi 
Samuel Tzigane, a senior official in the anti- Arab Kach 
movement, was arrested at Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv 
and found in possession of bomb-making materials. 


French teachers strike in challenge to Baliadur 


PARIS (AFP) — French teachers and students struck massively 
Friday in what could turn into the first serious challenge from the 
left to Prime Minister Edouard Bahadur’s nine-month-old 
conservative government. As teachers and students prepared to 
march through Paris and 5S provincial cities across the country, 
the opposition Socialist Party, reduced to a shadow of its former 
self in legislative elections last March, tried to exploit the strike 
to hit out 2 f the government. AH teachers’ and student unions 
backed the 24-hour strike called in protest against a new 
education law rushed through the senate at dawn this week 
under an emergency procedure. Trade unions said that up to 8U 
per cent of teachers were on strike and that some schools had 
closed. Education authorities said the strike turnout was 
between 40 and 80 per cent in the secondary education sector. 
Socialist President Francois Mitterrand strongly criticised the 


"shocked” that the government had "rushed parliament 
the opposition is just as respectable as the majority.” 


! Kuwait says it made ‘border concessions 9 


■ ABU DHABI (AFP) — Kuwait made territorial concessions to 
j Iraq on their disputed border, at the request of the United* 
; Nations, a senior Kuwaiti official said Friday. “Kuwait made 


concessions to Iraq at the request of the international demarca- 
tion committee for half of Khor A1 Zubayr and a long strip along 
the land border,” said the Foreign Ministry under-secretary. 


Suleiman Ai Sbahin. “Iraq now has a long coastline stretching 
more than 72 kilometres” he told the official United Arab 
Emirates news agency Warn. “Yet the Iraqi regime still claims it 
is being strangled.” Mr. Shahin said his country has submitted 
documents dating back to -1751 to the U.N. commission, 
indicating the concessions were made on historical claims and 
not the border as it stood since 1963. Iraq's acceptance of a 


post-war border, as determined by the U.N. commission, is 
among the world body's conditions for the -tiffing of the embargo 


among the world body's conditions for the -lifting of the embargo 
in force since its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


Ethiopia arrests opposition figures 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopian police arrested four opposi- 
tion members who had come to Addis Ababa for a dissident 
peace conference, state radio said on Friday. It said Abera 
Yemane-AB, Genenew Assefa, Guenet Guam and Yihun 
Zeneb were detained on suspicion of unspecified crimes. Some 
of them had links with the outlawed Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Party (EPRP), bitter enemy of the Ethiopian" 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) which 
dominates the government, it said. They will appear in court- 
after investigations are completed, the radio said. On Thursday, 
the radio announced the arrest of IBS A Gutema, a leader of the 
Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) and a former minister of 
education in the transitional government. The OLF had “de- 


clared war” against the government, launching offensives in 
various parts of the country, it said. The reports of new clashes 


various parts of the country, it said. The reports of new clashes 
coincided with a government announcement that polls for a new 
constituent assembly could be held next May. 


Sedki arrives in Syria for talks 


DAMASCUS (R) — Egyptian Prime Minister Atef Sedki is 
visiting Damascus leading'll ministers of his cabinet to co-chair 
meetings of the Supreme" Syrian-Egypiian joint commission. He 
told reporters on arrival that the commission, holding its sixth 
meeting since its establishment some four years ago, would 
discuss" ways ro boost economic, commercial and cultural 
cooperation. The prime minister was accompanied by the 
ministers of finance, economy, oil, industry, planning, transport, 
cabinet affairs, local administration, international cooperation, 
health and scientific research. Dr. Sedki hinted that the 
commission might expand to include other Gulf Arab countries 
later although there were no immediate plans for this. 


Turkish militant accused of bank attack 


PARIS (AFP) — Turkish militant Celat Aydogan, 29, appeared 
in court here Friday accused of taking part in an attack on a 
Turkish bank nad extorting money from Turkish businessmen. 
The prosecution demanded three years’ jail for Mr. Aydogan, 
who was identified from pictures taken by a surveillance camera 
at a branch of the Bosphorus Bank here. A commando of 
militants of the leftist Turkish group Dev Sol smashed eight 
wickets with hammers and spraved on the bank facade. Mr. 


Aydogan, who denies he is a Dev Sol member but just an 
"anti-tascist” militant, was first sentenced in his absence — to 


two years’ jail and two years banishment from French territory 
— but gave himself up on Sept. 30 last to contest the sentence. 
He was also accused of extorting money from 17 Turkish 
shopkeepers, restaurant owners of managers of dressmaking 
workshops who signed a petition on May 1, 1992 complaining 
Dev Sol militants were demanding cash payments ranging from 
S17 to ten limes as much. One of them suffered a senous head 


wound after refusing to ray the “revolutionary tax,” the court 
was told. The court will Sand down judgement on Jan. 7. 


Turks find World War 1 cruiser in Aegean 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkiih divers have found the wreck of the 
World War I cruiser Bresiau in the northeast Aegean Sea, a 
Turkish foundation said on Friday. The 5,200-tonne German- 
built Breslau went down on Jan. 2D. 1918 with 330 seamen after 
hitting mines. A spokesman of the Rahmi M. KOC Industry and 
Cultural Foundation, whose divers found the wreck while 
making a documentary on the vessel, said it was located at a 
depth of 73 metres and was well preserved. The I3S-metre 
cruiser was found in November o.a -kilometre southwest of 


Gokceada. a large Turkish Aegean island formerly known as 
Imroz. Built in 1911, the Breslau was given by Germany to the 


Turks in 1914 to lure Ottoman Turkey into the war on 
Germany's side. Renamed Midilli by the Turks, the cruiser sank 
after hitting mines during an Ottoman naval raid on the once 
aliied-controlled island. 
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I AID AFTER ASSAULT: An Israeli borderguard soldier violently arrested him following dashes in 
gives first aid to Palestinian Rami Rcjcl after the Arab East Jerusalem on Friday (AFP photo) 


! Algiers 5 decries killings 


BONN (AFP) — A leader of 
Algeria's banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) set tough 
conditions Fridav for talks with 


the ■ government ana conde- 
mned the killing of foreigners 
that has prompted an exodus 
from the country. 

FTS leader Rabah Kebir told 
a news conference in Bonn that 
Algiers must meet five condi- 
tions before his group would 
join negotiations on a political 
crisis that has led to dozens of 
murders, most or them claimed 
by Muslim fundamentalist 
groups trying to overthrow the 
government. 

Mr. Kebir, chairman of the 
FIS’s overseas executive body, 
called for: 

— "The release of all politic- 
al prisoners in Algeria, notably 
jailed FIS leaders." 

— "The repeal of laws and 
regulations passed j after the 
military takeover.” 

— Creation of a "free and 
independent” committee, no; 
controlled by the government 
and incorporating the main 
political forces in Algeria, as 
well as leading religious and 
judicial figures and objective 
journalists. A 

— Bringing to trial those 
“responsible for recent bloody 
and murderous acts, those who 
made Algerian blood flow, so 
that such acts will not recur in a 
democratic Algeria.” 

— “Opening serious and 
constructive negotiations be- 
tween the FIS and the algerian 
political leadership," in a neut- 
ral country to be chosen by the 


two sides. 

Mr. Kebir, in exile in Ger- 
many since August 1992. said 
“These five conditions must all 
be fulfilled” if a negotiated 
political solution was to be 
found. 

But analysts in Algiers said 
many of the conditions, parti- 
cularly trying these responsible 
for the killing of FTS members, 
would be impossible to fulfill. 

The FIS’s top leaders, Abas- 
si Madani and Ali Belhadj. 
were jailed in 1991 for 12 years 
on state security charges. 


leave Algeria or face “sudden 
death.” 

“Killing foreigners is not in 
the interest of the people.” 
Mr. Kebir said. "We reject 
such acts no matter what their 


source. 

"The FIS is not behind calls 
for murder. The Algerian peo- 
ple and the FTS have nothing 
against foreigners, who are all 
welcome in Algeria if they 
want to cooperate with the 
people,” he said at the news 
conference. 


Mr. Kebir confirmed that 
Mr. Belhadj. the organisa- 
tion's number two man. had 
been on a hunger strike since 
the beginning of the week to 
protest against conditions in 
jail. 

According to Justice Minis- 
ter Mohammad Teguia some 
5.000 FTS members have been 
arrested while the Algerian 
Human Rights Defence 
League has said several 
thousand more are being held 
is camps in the south of the 
country. 


“But if a foreigner is on the 
side of the people’s oppressors, 
he is not welcome." he said, 
adding that “considering the 
situation in Algeria, a lot of 
what is happening is uncon- 
trollable.” 

Mr. Kebir also attacked 
France and other Western 
countries for “supporting a dic- 
tatorship" in Algeria. 

“Not only is world opinion 
silent, but the Algerian dicta- 
tors are supported politically 
and financially by Western 
countries," he said. 


Separately, Mr. Kebir told 
the London-based Arabic daily 
Al Hayat, that he condemned 
the murder of 12 Croats and 
Bosnian Christians whose 
throats were slit Tuesday night' 
in Algeria (see page 2). 

It was the FIS’s first reaction 
to the massacre, claimed by 
another fundamentalist orga- 
nisation, the Armed Islamic 
Group (G1A), which has given 
foreigners an ultimatum to 


More than 100 people have 
been killed in unrest in Algeria 
since the country's political cri- 
sis began when the general 
election of December 1991 was 
cancelled after the FIS had 
taken a commanding lead in 
the first round of voting. 

A national dialogue commis- 
sion was formed to seek a 
solution to the crisis but no 
headway has been made be- 
cause of uncertainty about how 
to involve the FIS. 


Touqan, Muasher elected 


to top Waed party posts 


By Marian* M. SfcsMc 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The United Arab 
Democratic Party (Waed) 
elected a 45-member central 
committee Friday at the end of 
a six-hour meeting, which 
marked the party's first general 
congress since the beginning of 
its foundation aJmosi'V.vo years 
ago. 

Of the party's 311 members, 
some 210 attended Friday’s 
conference and participated in 
the elections, an official State- 
ment issued by the party said. 

Architect Ja’ffar Touqan was 
elected president while 
businessman Anis Muasher 
was elected secretary general. 
Both men were elected to a 
two-year term that is renew- 


able. 

The 45 office-bearers of the 
party include two women. The 
comittee was to elect a 14- 
member executive committee 


during its first meeting. 

Friday's meeting included a 
discussion of the party’s 


budget, the formation of party 
committees and an information 
strategy os well as attempts to 
clearly' define economic and 
political policies of the party. 

"The party will form com- 
mittees that will formulate 
policies in all aspects of public 
life," Mr. Touqan told the 
Jordan Times after the 
meeting. 

"There will be some restruc- 
turing of the party and more 
cleanly defined policies," 
added Dr. Muasher. 


Waed struggled throughout 
most of 1993 with internal rifts 
after being the first party to 
succeed in the amalgamation 
of three political parties. 

But the most factionalised 
member of Waed, Mohammad 
Oran who unsuccessfully ran 
for a parliamentary seat in 
Tafileh, is no longer a member 
of the party. 

The leadership rotated be- 
tween Mr. Oran, Mr. Muasher 
and Mr. Talal Al Omari. Fri- 


day's vote unquestioningly put 
Mr. Muasher at the head of the 


party. Mr. Omari was elected 
to the central committee. 

“We are happy that the 
amalgamtion of the parties is 
final now and thast we are over 
the bumps," said Dr. Muasher 
after Friday's vote. 
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Vatican, Israel to sign 
accord Dec. 30 — Peres 


PARIS (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Vatican will sign a 


FIS sets terms for talks with 


and the Vatican will sign a 
major agreement Dec. 30 ex- 
pected to lead to full diploma- 
tic relations between the two. 
states. Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said on 
Thursday. 

Hailing “perhaps the first 
real revolution in 2,000 years.” 
Mr. Peres told the French daily 
La Croix that the accord would 
safeguard Roman Catholic 
premises in Israel and the 
occupied territories. 

“Towards the end of De- 
cember we will establish di- 
plomatic relations. For the first 
time iu 2,000 years, there will 
be peace between the Catholic 
and Jewish worlds," he told a 
news conference, confirming 
the conclusion of two years of 
secret negotiations. 

The agreement is expected 
to clear the way for a visit by 
Pope John Paul to the Holy 
Land early next year, marking 
a huge step forward in Jewish- 
Roman Catholic relations. 

"The document will safe- 
guard the situation of Catholic 
institutions is Israel and in the 
occupied territories," Mr. 
Peres told La Croix. It would 
establish a distinction between, 
Israel’s political sovereignty 
and what he termed ‘tthe 
sacred.” 

“The accord will be signed in 
Jerusalem itself, ending the 
great argument about the city 
of Jerusalem. Jerusalem re- 
mains politically the capital of 
Israel and religiously it remains 
an open city for all faiths," Mr. 
Peres said. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
accord on the status of church 
premises is part of a wider 


Wider issues such as Palesti- 
nian rights and international 
guarantees for Jerusalem were 
left to the Middle East peace 
talks in Washington. 

“It’s an extraordinary agree- 
ment from a historic, spiritual 
and diplomatic point of view. 
“It’s the first time an open, -, 
diplomatic rapprochement is 
under way between the Catho- 
lic world and the Jewish 
world," Mr. Peres said. 

He said the accord would be 
signed by Monsignor Claudio 
Celli, Vatican under-secretary 
of state, and Yossi Beilin, 
Israeli deputy foreign minister. 

The Vatican, which supports 
a Palestinian homeland, has 
always recognised Israel's right 
to exist within secure borders. 

But it wanted progress on 
the Palestinian question and 
guarantees for Jerusalem as a 


anniversary of the late Pope 
Paul Vi’s Jan. 4-7, 1964 visit to 


the Holy Land — three years 
before Israel occupied the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
including Bethlehem, the 
birthplace of Jesus. He was the 
last pontiff to visit. - 
Israeli political and religious 
leaders, including Mr. Peres 
and die chief raobi, have, in- 


vited Pope John Paul to come 
to Israel. 


to Israel. 

Mr. Perfis, in France to 


promote his book “The New 
Middle East," quoted a re- 


14-point agreement covering 
issues such as the legal status of 


issues such as the legal status of 
the church in Israel, taxation, 
pilgrimages and a stand against 
anti-Semitism. 


Middle East," quoted a re- 
mark by late Soviet dictator 
Josef Stalin. 

“Stalin used to say "bow 
many divisions has the Pope?" 
The Pope has no divisions but 
he has immense influence,” he 
said. 


Cyprus welcomes 
new U.N. resolution 


NICOSIA (R) — The Cyprus 
government on Thursday wel- 
comed a new U.N. resolution 


reaffirming that the division of 
the island was unacceptable. 


table, 
d with 


“We are fully satisfied with 
the context of Resolution 889. 


The (U.N.) Security Council 
reaffirms that the status quo in 
Cyprus is unacceptable,” Fore- 
ign Minister Alecos 
Michaelides told a press con- 
ference in Nicosia. 

“The resolution also clarifies 
that this situation resulted 
from violence and is main- 
tained through military will,” 
he said. 

Mr. Michaelides was refer- 


ring to the presence of more 
than 30.000 Turkish troops in 


the north of the island. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 following a Turkish 
invasion sparked by a short- 
lived coup in Nicosia en- 
gineered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The resolution, unanimously 
adopted by the Security Coun- 
cil Wednesday, also extends 
for another six months the 
1 .200-strong U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force stationed in Cyprus. 

It welcomed a recent deci- 
sion by Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali to resume inten- 
sive contacts aimed at achiev- 
ing agreement oq a package of 
confidence-buflding measures. 

“The Security Council clear- 
ly warns the Turkish side that it 
will not put up with Turkish 
efforts to protract the (Cyprus) 
problem/’ Mr. Michaelides 
said. 

U.N.-brokered peace talks 
aimed at reuniting the island 
under a bi-zonal, bi-communal 
federal system were deadlock- 
ed last June after Turkish Cyp- 


riot leader Rauf Denktash quit 
the negotiating table. 

Mr. Denktash on Thursday 
criticised the Security Council 
for referring to the week Cyp- 
riots as the sole government of 
Cyprus in Wednesday's resolu- 
tion. 

, "We ’can’t acoept this atti- 
tude because they (Greek Cyp- 
riots) are referred to as the 
government of Cyprus,” he 
told reporters in Nicosia.' 

"But as before, we shall 
allow and assist the peacekeep- 
ing force to cany out its duties 
on the territory of the Turkish 
republic of north Cyprus 
(TRNQ/’ be said. 

The TRNC is the breakaway 
state declared by Turkish Cyp- 
riots in 1983 and recognised 
only by Turkey. 

In Ankara, the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry said the latest 
U.N. resolution was realistic 
because it asked Greece to 
assume a role in solving the 
Cyprus dispute. 

‘ the noteworthy aspect of 
the resolution is that it expects 
Greece to adopt a constructive 
role in the Cyprus issue,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman said m a state- 
ment. 

“We see this as a realistic 
and constructive approach." 


U.N. envoy to return 


• U.N. envoy Joe Clark will 
travel back to Cyprus by mid- 
January to seek the final go- 
ahead from the Turkish and 
Greek leaders for rebuilding 
Nicosia airport and a resort. 

The United Nations sees the 


steps as part of confidence 
bunding measures towards an 


overall political settle meat. 


Hotelier turns expert on peace in Jericho 


By Mariam M. Shahin' 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


with scholars who interpret the 
Koran to preach war. Nowhere 


70-room 


JERICHO — In the high 
ceilinged lobby of the Hishair. 
Palace Hotel an astute Muslim 
sheikh receives guests and 
journalists into his diwan-like 
comer. He is an imam who 
runs one of the famous hotels 
in the world, but he is also a 
politician who preaches peace 
and economic prosperity. 

The day is Dec. 13. and the 
grey haired and curbaned Rajai 
Abdo, a former imam of the 
Muslim community in Greens- 
ville. South Carolina, explains 
to visitors why the Middle East 
peace process must be success- 
ful if vel another catastrophe in 
the "Holy Land is to be 
avoided. 

“The alternative to peace is 
war and we have had enough 
of that I believe." Mr. Abdo 
says. “It is our duty as Muslims 
to protect Christians and Jews, 
not to kill them,*' he explains, 
in what appears to be a pre- 
emptive strike, when he is 
asked why as a devout Muslim 
he is in favour of the peace 
process. 

“I want peace of course," 
sa^ Mr. Abdo. “I disagree 


in the Koran does it say that 
we, the Muslims, should kill 


70-room hotel, which Mr. 
Abdo calls home, is tipped to 


the opposition on the Palesti- 


Jews," he tells a Dutch jour- 
nalist who asks for clarification 
of the Koran’s relationship 

with the Jews. 

Last spring, at the age of 45, 
Mr. Abdo and his family de- 
cided it was “time to return 
home." Home for the Abdo 
family is the sleepy oasis town 
of Jericho in the Israeli -occu- 
pied West Bank lying 400 
metres below sea level just 
west of the Jordan River. 

The families’ return was 
sometime before the town hit 


headlines following the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 


(PLO)-Israel accord of Sept. 
13. The accord advanced a 
Jericho-Gaza first proposal to 
initiate an eventual peace be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nians based on a land-for- 
peace formula. 

“We had no idea that 
Jericho would become the cen- 
tre of world attention," says 
Mr. Abdo, sitting in Hisham 
Palace Hotel, which is owned 
by Mr. Abdo's in-laws and run 
by him. 

The somewhat antiquated 


be the headquarters for a fu- 
ture Palestinian government or 
administration in the area. 

The attention the hotel and 
subsequently Mr. Abdo have 
received as a result of the 
possible transformation of the 
hotel from a tourist rest-house 
to a government headquarters 
makes the hotel a natural 
attraction for visitors and the 
media alike. 

But as the designated day for 
the initial withdrawal by Israeli 
troops from Jericho and Gaza 
passed, people in Jericho, in- 
cluding Mr. Abdo, felt the first 
pangs of disappointment in the 
peace accord which was in- 
tended to bring self-rule to the 
Palestinians living under Israeli 
military rule. 

“Of course we are dis- 
appointed, but we also know 
that this is a long process," Mr. 
Abdo said. 

“It would be an exaaeera- 


nian side,” says Mr. Abdo. 
“But this is not Taba. or Eavot 


tion to say this delay of 10 days 
is a major set-back; “it is a 


temporary set-back,” said Mr. 
Abdo, who majored in politic- 


al science at the University of 
Maryland. 

“The delay has strengthened 


“But this is not Taba, or Egypt 
or the Golan, this is the Pales- 
tine and thus we should not 
expect a quick peace." 

A long-term delay could 
have ^“devastating repercus- 
sions,” he says, adding the 
Israelis must be aware of it. He 
believes that Israel does not 
want ■ to have borders with 
anayone except Jordan on its 
eastern flank and will resist the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian entity as long as it 
can. “But nothing is forever." 

Some members of the 
opposition in the streets of 
Jericho condemn Mr. Abdo as 
a "false Muslim,” but say he 
had little influence amongst 
the town’s people and is “just a 
hotel manager." 

But it is with this hotel man- 
ager that the PLO has agreed 
to sign a five-year lease con- 
tract. 

"We have agreed on a five- 
year term at S70.000 a year,” 
confirms Mr. Abdo. The PLO 
would be responsible for a 
total renovation of the hotel. 

“They are responsible for 
the renovation. A project man- 
ager has already been 


appointed to oversee the re- 
novations. "I expect they will' 
turn the hotel into a skeleton 
and then rebuild,” Mr. Abdo 
says. The hotel was built in 
1947, the year the United Na- 
tions decided two states should 
exist in Palestine, one for 
Arabs and one for Jews. 

According to Mr. Abdo, 
most businesses" in Jericho 
have not yet begun serious 
building projects, renovations 
and expansions. 


"Before security and stabil- 
ity are established no one will 


put any major money into the 
occupied areas. Once the con- 
tracts are signed, the army 
moves out ana the police force 
moves in, and then the pace of 
development will pick up 
here,” ne adds. 

The business community in 


Jericho are hoping that large- 
scale Palestinian, Arab and m- 


scale Palestinian, Arab and in- 
ternational investment will 
sway public opinion into the 


pro-peace camp, 
“i personally w 


‘ I personally will not believe 
that this peace process is real 
till the day the PLO signs the 
rent contract with me. On that 
day I know this is all real and 
not just a dream,” Mr. Abdo 
said. 



Holst re-admltted 
to hospital : . 


OSLO (AFP) — Norway's 
Foreign Minister: Johan 
Joergen Holst was taken to 
hospital late Thursday, after 
falling sick cm- his return from 
Madnd, 8 Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said here. Mr. 
Holst, 56, was admitted to the 
neurological ward -at the 
National Hospital in Oslo for 
the second time in three 


weeks. Ministry spokesman. 
Inavaf Havnen said Air. Hoist 


Ingvar Havnen said Air. Hoist 
was under constant observa- 
tion. Mr. Havnen would not 
give any further information. 


city sacred to three gTeat 
monotheistic religions — Juda- 
ism, Christianity and Islam — 
before agreeing to full di- 
plomatic recognition. 

The signing will come a few 
days before the30th 


50 hurt Hi 
Indian state 
assembly brawl 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
wild brawl on the floor of the 
assembly of the northern INdi- 
an state of Uttar Pradesh left at 
least 50 legislators injured, 
newspapers reported Friday. 
Deputies from the ruling 
Socialist Party-led alliance bat- 
tled members of the Hindu 
opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, Indian People's 
Party) on the floor of the house 
for about 20 minutes Thurs- 
day, they said. Legislators 
hurled microphones, water 
glasses and shoes at one 
another and a number of de- 


puties were dragged bleeding 
tram the chamber, the Hindus- 


tan Times, and other newspap- 
ers said. Police were called m 
and eventually restored order 
but not before 50 deuties and. 
three security guards had been 
injured. Twenty persons suf- 
fered injuries that required 
hospitalisatison in the state ‘ 
capital, Lucknow. Both parties 
accused the other of starting 
the brawl. "It’s a black day, 
something never seen in a 


legislature anywhere in India," 
former BJP leader Kesarinath 


Tripathi said from his hospital 
bea. “The governor should dis- 


solve the assembly. The ruling 
partymen have behaved like 
criminals," said Mr. Tripathi, 
who suffered a head injury. 
The Socialist Party-led alliance 
upset the Hindu revivalist BJP 


in state assembly elections held 
in Uttar Pradesh, India’s most 


populous state, last month. 
The BJP had ruled the state 
until December 1992, when the 
BJP government was dismissed 


Kiss by Mandela 
sparks controversy 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A buss 
on the cheek between Nelson 
Mandela and an Indian Muslim ' 
actress is the talk of the town. 
Some Muslims said they were 7 
shamed, but others sprang to 
her defence. The debate begatP 
soono after Indian newspapers 
published a photograph of the 
African National Congress 
leader kissing Shabana Azmi 
when the award-winning ac- 
tress presented him with a 

— _ Ti wr 


prize m Cape Town on Nov. 

29. Mr. mandela was -given the 
Newsmaker Of The Year 
Award on behalf of a South 
African newspaper. Miss 
Azmi, who played alead role in 
last year's film City of Joy, has 
become as well known in India v., 
for her social activism as for - ' 
her movies. Educators, stu- - 
dents and even Supreme Court u 
lawyers have gotten involved - 
in the mudSlinging over the ' J 
Cape Town kiss. The exchange 4 
of letters in the New Delhi : ■ 
press seemed to reflect the /. 
vulnerability that many Mus- 
lims feel in India, where they 
are a 12- per cent minority - • 

among a population 82 per : 
cent Hindu. "As a true Mus- ■ \ • 
lim... I am ashamed to come 
across a photograph in which- ■ 
the Indian Muslim actress is 
seen publicly kissing Dr. Nel- 
son Mandela,” wrote Badrul 
Islam, of the Aligarh Muslim 
University, in a fetter to the 
Pioneer newspaper. “It is an 
act which is both un-Islamic 
and un-Indian, for it is not ih J ■' > , 
consonance with our culture," . 
he wrote. VI vehemently and . • 
totally disapprove of and oh- : 
ject to the actress's misdeed.” | . ' 
[Tomorrow the actress may * ' 
invite someone, even to het . - , - 
bedroom on the pretext oif it'.' 
being a 20th century fashion- 
able etiquette/.' said Islam. “A- 
misunderstood kiss,” screamed • 
a rejoinder from another read- . 
er. "Mr. Islam, before raising * 
so much hue and cry, -should 
have realised that Mr. Maude- • V 
la is old enough to be Shabana _ j * e ?S 
Aznu’s father.’’ wrote Mudi^r .: 
Mittal, a Hindu student from* • 
New Delhi. “Next time- .v..' 
Mother Teresa kisses a Muslim 1 
boy, please .don’t make -m 7 » , 
issue out of it," Miitala wrote; 7 v • • 

Shame on you. Mr. island ' 

Damal Latin, . a leading Sop’-' * - 
reme court lawyer also jQined--'v, r ;• 
the kissing fray. “None tat i V V 


V^is 


another letter to the editor. 





